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Historic District Commission 
Minutes Of October 19, 2022 

151 Martin Street, City Commission Room 205, Birmingham, MI 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Historic District Commission (“HDC”) held Wednesday, 
October 19, 2022. Chair Henke called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
1)  Rollcall 
 
Present: Chair John Henke; Board Members Gigi Debbrecht, Keith Deyer, Natalia Dukas, 

Dustin Kolo, Patricia Lang; Alternate Board Member Steven Lemberg; Student 
Representatives Meghan Murray, Charlie Vercellone 

   
Absent: Board Member Michael Willoughby 
 
Staff: Planning Director Dupuis; City Planner Blizinski, City Transcriptionist Eichenhorn 
 
2)  Approval of the HDC Minutes of September 7, 2022 and September 21, 2022 
 

10-59-22 
 

Motion by Ms. Debbrecht 
Seconded by Ms. Lang to approve the HDC Minutes of September 7, 2022 and 
September 21, 2022 as submitted. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Henke, Debbrecht, Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Lemberg, Dukas  
Nays:  None 
 
3)  Courtesy Review 
 
4)  Historic Design Review 

A. 135-139 S. Old Woodward – Briggs Building/Stifel 
 
PD Dupuis presented the item and answered brief informational questions from the HDC. 
 
Ms. Dukas said it seemed visually strange to have a storefront without a door. 
 
Chair Henke noted a few examples of businesses in the City that have similar storefronts without 
doors. 
 
PD Dupuis noted that the HDC recently asked a different project to add a door to its proposed 
storefront. He said the HDC could make a motion to allow him to ask the applicant to consider 
adding a door. 
 
Ms. Lang and Mr. Deyer said they supported PD Dupuis’ recommendation. 
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Chair Henke said it did not matter to him whether or not there was a door as part of the storefront. 
 

10-60-22 
 

Motion by Ms. Lang 
Seconded by Mr. Deyer to allow for an administrative approval of a door to be added 
to the storefront should the applicant choose to do so, and to approve the Historic 
Design Review application and issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for 135-139 S. 
Old Woodward – Briggs Building/Stifel. The proposed façade renovation will meet the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation standard numbers 1- 5, and 
9. 
 
Motion carried, 6-1. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Henke, Debbrecht, Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Lemberg 
Nays:  Dukas 
 

B. 555 Stanley – Hood House 
 
PD Dupuis presented the item and answered brief informational questions from the HDC. 
 
Paul Samulak, architect, spoke on behalf of the project. He explained: 

● The goal was to match the siding exposure with the lap siding and to repaint the home; 
and, 

● The owner would be open to creating a visual differentiation between the old and new 
parts of the exterior. 

 
10-61-22 
 

Motion by Ms. Lang 
Seconded by Mr. Dukas to approve the Historic Design Review application and issue 
a Certificate of Appropriateness for 555 Stanley – Hood House. The proposed addition 
will meet the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation standard 
numbers 1- 3, 9 and 10 upon the fulfillment of the following conditions: 

1. The applicant resolve all zoning issues with the Board of Zoning Appeals; and, 
2. The applicant submit revised plans for review by City Staff demonstrating an 

addition that is differentiated from the historic structure. 
 
Motion carried, 7-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Dukas, Henke, Debbrecht, Deyer, Lang, Kolo, Lemberg 
Nays:  None 
 
5)  Sign Review  
6)  Study Session  

A. Historic Design Guidelines – Update 
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PD Dupuis encouraged the HDC and public to take the Historic Design Guidelines Survey, and 
said the HD would likely be seeing a draft of the Design Guidelines in December 2022. 
 
7)  Miscellaneous Business and Communication  

A. Pre-Application Discussions  
B. Draft Agenda 
C. Staff Reports  

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals 
3. Demolitions 
4. Action List 2022 

 
8) Adjournment 
 
No further business being evident, the HDC motioned to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicholas Dupuis 
Planning Director 

 
 

 
Laura Eichenhorn 
City Transcriptionist 

 


