
 
 

 
AGENDA 

BIRMINGHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY – APRIL 2, 2025 

BIRMINGHAM CITY HALL, 151 MARTIN ST., COMMISSION ROOM #205 
***************** 7:00 PM***************** 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1) Roll Call 

2) Approval of the HDC Minutes of February 19, 2025 

3) Courtesy Review 

4) Historic Design Review 

5) Sign Review 
6) Study Session 

A. Historic Preservation Master Plan 

B. Historic Plaques 

C. Wallace Frost Program 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Pre-Application Discussions 

B. Draft Agenda 

1. April 16, 2025 
C. Staff Reports 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 

2. Administrative Approvals 

3. Demolitions  

4. Action List 2025 

D. Communications 

8) Adjournment 

 
*Please note that board meetings will be conducted in person once again.  Members of the public can attend in person at 
Birmingham City Hall, 151 Martin St., OR may attend virtually at: 
 

Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91282479817 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free 
Meeting ID Code: 912 8247 9817 

 
NOTICE: Due to Building security, public entrance during non-business hours is through the Police Department — Pierce St. Entrance 
only.  Individuals with disabilities requiring assistance to enter the building should request aid via the intercom system at the parking 
lot entrance gate on Henrietta St. 
 
Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting should contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or 248-644-3405 (TDD) at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, 
hearing, or other assistance.  
 
Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algún tipo de ayuda para la participación en esta sesión pública deben ponerse en 
contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el número (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 (para las personas con incapacidad 
auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunión para solicitar ayuda a la movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. (Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/91282479817&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1598889966704000&usg=AOvVaw1t7nGFk16ighSFTyab0fGk


 

Historic District Commission 
Minutes Of February 19, 2025 

151 Martin Street, City Commission Room 205, Birmingham, MI 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Historic District Commission (“HDC”) held February 19, 
2025. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
1)  Roll Call 
 
Present: Vice Chair Keith Deyer; Board Members Timothy Collins, Gigi Debbrecht, Michael  

Willoughby; Alternate Board Members Mary Jaye, Steven Lemberg 
  
Absent: Chair Dustin Kolo; Board Members Patricia Lang, Natalia Dukas 
 
Staff:  Planning Director Dupuis; City Transcriptionist Eichenhorn 

 
2)  Nomination of Temporary Vice Chair 
 

01-01-25 
 

Motion by Willoughby 
Seconded by Debbrecht to nominate Mary Jaye. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Jaye, Willoughby, Lemberg, Debbrecht, Collins, Deyer 
Nays:  None 

 
3)  Approval of the HDC Minutes of December 4, 2024 
 

01-02-25 
 

Motion by Jaye 
Seconded by Debbrecht to approve the December 4, 2024 minutes. 
 
Motion carried, 6-0. 
 
VOICE VOTE  
Yeas:  Jaye, Willoughby, Lemberg, Debbrecht, Collins, Deyer 
Nays:  None 
 
4)  Courtesy Review 
5)  Historic Design Review 
6)  Sign Review 
7)  Study Session  

A. Historic Preservation Master Plan 
 



Historic District Commission 
Minutes of February 19, 2025 

PD Dupuis presented the item and answered informational questions from the HDC. 
 
HDC members raised the following points during discussion: 

● It is important to consider the different audiences for each aspect of the plan, and to write 
each aspect accordingly. 

● The City’s 2040 Master Plan was written in language accessible to the layperson, and this 
plan should likely follow that style. 

● Including the homeowner requirements for historic designation can help reduce concerns 
and misinformation about the process. 

● Additional information could also be available for homeowners that own houses built by 
architects of note. 

● There is a lack of public understanding around the topic of historic preservation. A historic 
preservation public education process should occur before public opinions are solicited for 
the plan.  

● A second survey could ask for people’s general feelings on historic preservation, whether 
they personally would designate their home, and what incentives for historic preservation 
might be appealing. 

● The survey should also ask whether the participant lives in a historic home, so responses 
can be filtered accordingly. 

● It would be helpful if there were funds budgeted towards historic preservation signage or 
other publicity.  

 
B. Historic Plaques 

 
VC Deyer and PD Dupuis presented the item and answered informational questions from the HDC. 
 
HDC members raised the following points during discussion: 

● Including a bit more information on the heritage home plaques could be useful, so readers 
understand the significance.  

● Including the year the building was built might be worthwhile. 
● Announcing the plaques via the news, social media and/or other City communications 

would help raise awareness for historic preservation. 
● Commercial historic signage could have more information than the signs intended for 

private homes. 
● The plaques could possibly the ordered in bulk with the individual years added after the 

fact in order to conserve funds. 
● Since there is a limited budget, installing the plaques one neighborhood at a time could 

be appropriate. 
● Heritage home signs and designated historic home signs could be different shapes and/or 

different colors. 
● Adding signage to older homes would raise awareness of historic preservation as well. 
● This is a way to also recognize homeowners that put effort into preserving their older 

homes. 
● The prior sign for the Bates Street Historic District could be installed, and feedback 

solicited.  
● The historic district signage should be distinct from street signs. 
● The house plaques should at least complement the proposed wayfinding signage designs. 



Historic District Commission 
Minutes of February 19, 2025 

● It would be nice to put up signs for the Bates Street Historic District the weekend of the 
Birmingham Hometown Parade. 

 
8)  Miscellaneous Business and Communication  
 
HDC members raised the following points during discussion: 

● Incredulity was expressed that residents liked the wayfinding signage. 
● The wayfinding package’s proposal for historic district signage has neither a historic feel 

nor any indication that it denotes a historic district. 
● The wayfinding sign designs look like fast food chain signs. 
● The points on the wayfinding signage do not feel sensitive or appropriate for a historic 

context. 
● It was unfortunate that the overall wayfinding designs were approved. 
● The wayfinding signage designs were ‘hideous’ and ‘a tremendous waste of taxpayer 

dollars’. 
● There should be an alternative design for the historic plaques and other signage, because 

this is an effort to distinguish historic from non-historic properties and areas. 
 

A. Pre-Application Discussion 
B. Draft Agenda 
C. Staff Reports  

 
It would be appropriate to bring proposed historic district signage to an upcoming meeting that 
does not resemble the points of the wayfinding designs. 
 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 
2. Administrative Approvals 
3. Demolitions 
4. Action List 

D. Communications 
 
8) Adjournment 
 
No further business being evident, the HDC motioned to adjourn at 8:03 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

Nick Dupuis, Planning Director  Laura Eichenhorn, City Transcriptionist 
 



 
MEMORANDUM 
Planning Department 
 

 
DATE:  April 2, 2025   
 
TO:  Historic District Commission Members  
 
FROM: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT:  Historic Preservation Master Plan – Outline (Final Draft) 
 
 
On December 4, 2024 (Agenda), the Historic District Commission held a study session at which 
HDC members were given assignments to collect data on the existing stock of designated historic 
resources in the City. This data, along with past and current survey data, Geographic Information 
(GIS) mapping analyses and historical data will be used to form the backbone of the future Historic 
Preservation Master Plan.  
 
On February 19, 2025 (Agenda), Historic District Commission provided feedback to City Staff on 
the outline of the Historic Preservation Master Plan. At this time, the City has updated the 
proposed outline and incorporated the feedback received and is seeking formal approval of a 
general outline for the HPMP so that work may commence on certain portions of the plan before 
the bulk of public engagement and interaction commences in the spring/summer of 2025. Please 
see the following final draft outline for review: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This space intentionally left blank) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Historic%20District%20Commission%20Agenda%20FULL%20-%2012-4-24.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Historic%20District%20Commission%20Agenda%20FULL%20-%202-19-25.pdf


HISTORIC PRESERVATION MASTER PLAN – FINAL DRAFT TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

• Executive Summary 
o Vision & Goals 
o Summary of Actions 

• Introduction 
o Birmingham Context 
o History of Preservation in Birmingham 
o Preservation Organizations (SHPO/CLG, NPS, DOI, MHPN) 
o Historic Design Guidelines 
o Relationship of HPMP to Birmingham Plan 2040, Birmingham Green 
o The Birmingham Museum 

• Data and Inventory 
o Mapping (City, Historic Areas, Neighborhoods, Sanborn) 
o High-Level Descriptions of Districts/Resources 
o Public Engagement Summary 

• Historical Designation 
o Process of Designation & Standards 
o National Register of Historic Places 
o National Historic Landmark 
o Heritage Home Program 

• Action Plan 
o Education 
o Designation 
o Sustainability 
o Policy 
o Benefits 

• Conclusion 
• Glossary 
• Appendix 

o Condition Assessments 
o Survey Results 

 



 
Historic Preservation Master Plan 
Project Schedule 
DRAFT: 3/28/25 

 
Ongoing Activities 

 
Key 

Public Engagements ✓ (Complete) x (Incomplete) HDC – Historic District Commission 
 

 2024 2025 
Meeting/Event JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
Presentation @ NEXT -
July 30 ✓                  

Community Survey #1 - 
Close  ✓                 

September 18 – HDC   ✓                
-    -               
November 6 - HDC     ✓              
December 4 - HDC      ✓             
January 15 - HDC       ✓            
February 19 - HDC         ✓           
March 19 - HDC         x          
Community Survey #2 - 
Open          x         

April 16 - HDC          x         
25% Draft          x         
DPS Open House           x        
May 21 - HDC           x        
Community Survey #2 - 
Close            x       

June 18 - HDC            x       
50 % Draft            x       
Historic Property Owner 
Round Tables            x x      

July 16 - HDC             x      
July 23 – Joint HDC & 
Planning Board             x      

August 20 - HDC              x     
September 17 - HDC               x    
75% Draft                   
October 15 - HDC                x   
November 19 - HDC 
(Recommendation)                 x  

December 9 – City 
Commission (Adoption)                  x 

Around Town E-News      x   x  x x x   x    
Birmingham Beat News           x        
Social Media                   
Misc. Publications                   



Project Report
29 April 2021 - 27 March 2025

Engage Birmingham
Historic Preservation Master Plan

Highlights

TOTAL VISITS

625  

MAX VISITORS PER
DAY

105
NEW
REGISTRATI
ONS
27

ENGAGED
VISITORS

201  

INFORMED
VISITORS

300  

AWARE
VISITORS

540

Aware Participants 540

Aware Actions Performed Participants

Visited a Project or Tool Page 540

Informed Participants 300

Informed Actions Performed Participants

Viewed a video 0

Viewed a photo 0

Downloaded a document 0

Visited the Key Dates page 0

Visited an FAQ list Page 0

Visited Instagram Page 0

Visited Multiple Project Pages 106

Contributed to a tool (engaged) 201

Engaged Participants 201

Engaged Actions Performed
Registered Unverified Anonymous

Contributed on Forums 0 0 0

Participated in Surveys 201 0 0

Contributed to Newsfeeds 0 0 0

Participated in Quick Polls 0 0 0

Posted on Guestbooks 0 0 0

Contributed to Stories 0 0 0

Asked Questions 0 0 0

Placed Pins on Places 0 0 0

Contributed to Ideas 0 0 0

Visitors Summary

Pageviews Visitors Visits
New Registrations

1 Jan '24 1 Jul '24 1 Jan '25

250

500

750

 



Tool Type
Engagement Tool Name Tool Status Visitors

Registered Unverified Anonymous

Contributors

Survey Tool
Historic Preservation Master Plan Published 406 201 0 0

Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

ENGAGEMENT TOOLS SUMMARY

0
FORUM TOPICS  

1
SURVEYS  

0
NEWS FEEDS  

0
QUICK POLLS  

0
GUEST BOOKS

0
STORIES  

0
Q&A S  

0
PLACES

Page 2 of 12



Visitors 406 Contributors 201 CONTRIBUTIONS 201

Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

ENGAGEMENT TOOL: SURVEY TOOL

Historic Preservation Master Plan

Do you believe historic preservation is a worthwhile goal?

188 (94.0%)

188 (94.0%)

3 (1.5%)

3 (1.5%)6 (3.0%)

6 (3.0%) 3 (1.5%)

3 (1.5%)

Yes No Unsure Other (please specify)
Question options

Page 3 of 12

Optional question (200 response(s), 1 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

What do you feel makes something historic? (Check all that Apply)

Architecture/Engineering Location Age Historical Event Association with a Person

Association with a Movement (Social, Political, etc.) All of the Above None of the Above Other (please specify)

Question options

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

130

140
130

62

114 115

95

73

107

1
3

Page 4 of 12

Optional question (201 response(s), 0 skipped)

Question type: Checkbox Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

How old does something have to be to be considered "historic"?

2 (1.0%)

2 (1.0%)

11 (5.5%)

11 (5.5%)

58 (28.9%)

58 (28.9%)

58 (28.9%)

58 (28.9%)

47 (23.4%)

47 (23.4%)

25 (12.4%)

25 (12.4%)

10 years 25 years 50 years 75 years 100+ years Other (please specify)
Question options

Page 5 of 12

Optional question (201 response(s), 0 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

The City of Birmingham has 82 historically designated buildings and/or sites within
both contiguous and non-contiguous districts. Were you aware that Birmingham has

historic districts and/or sites?

93 (47.4%)

93 (47.4%)

35 (17.9%)

35 (17.9%)

66 (33.7%)

66 (33.7%)

1 (0.5%)

1 (0.5%) 1 (0.5%)

1 (0.5%)

Yes No Somewhat Unsure Other (please specify)
Question options

Page 6 of 12

Optional question (196 response(s), 5 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

What direction do you think the City should take in the future regarding the creation
of local historic resources (buildings and/or sites)?

Expand stock of local historic resources Maintain existing stock of historic resources

Decrease the amount of historic resources Unsure Other (please specify)

Question options

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120

130

140

127

36

5

20

8

Page 7 of 12

Optional question (196 response(s), 5 skipped)

Question type: Checkbox Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

In your opinion, are there other things besides buildings that the city should protect
from a historic preservation standpoint such as sites, landscapes, or other objects?

134 (68.0%)

134 (68.0%)

17 (8.6%)

17 (8.6%)

38 (19.3%)

38 (19.3%)

8 (4.1%)

8 (4.1%)

Yes No Unsure Other (please specify)
Question options

Page 8 of 12

Optional question (197 response(s), 4 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

Do you think that there are any barriers to historic preservation?

132 (67.0%)

132 (67.0%)

23 (11.7%)

23 (11.7%)

38 (19.3%)

38 (19.3%)

4 (2.0%)

4 (2.0%)

Yes No Unsure Other (please specify)
Question options

Page 9 of 12

Optional question (197 response(s), 4 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

In your opinion, what is the biggest barrier to historic preservation?

24 (18.2%)

24 (18.2%)

83 (62.9%)

83 (62.9%)

14 (10.6%)

14 (10.6%)
3 (2.3%)

3 (2.3%)2 (1.5%)

2 (1.5%) 6 (4.5%)

6 (4.5%)

Cost Conflict with development Limitations on modifications Obsolescence Unsure Other
Question options

Page 10 of 12

Optional question (132 response(s), 69 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

What types of strategies do you think would better inform and/or educate the public
about preservation projects and programs? (Please check all that apply)

Website Newsletters Exhibits Tours Informational plaques on buildings Award programs

Databases and written histories Robust mapping and imagery Unsure Other (please specify)

Question options

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

140

108

82

114

145

64

93

124

6
9

Page 11 of 12

Optional question (195 response(s), 6 skipped)

Question type: Checkbox Question



Engage Birmingham : Summary Report for 29 April 2021 to 27 March 2025

The approach to historic preservation can be simplified in to regulatory (i.e.
ordinances and policy) and non-regulatory (i.e. incentive programs and education)

approaches. Which approach do you feel better suits the City of Birmingham?

31 (15.7%)

31 (15.7%)

20 (10.2%)

20 (10.2%)

135 (68.5%)

135 (68.5%)

2 (1.0%)

2 (1.0%) 9 (4.6%)

9 (4.6%)

Regulatory Non-regulatory A combination of both Neither regulatory or non-regulatory Unsure
Question options

Page 12 of 12

Optional question (197 response(s), 4 skipped)

Question type: Radio Button Question



 
MEMORANDUM 
Planning Department 
 

 
DATE:  April 2, 2025   
 
TO:  Historic District Commission Members  
 
FROM: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT:  Historic Preservation Master Plan - Outline 
 
 
On February 19, 2025 (Agenda), the Historic District Commission discussed historic plaques and 
explored new designs in comparison to existing historic plaques within the City. At this time, the 
City utilizes four different plaques for various historic preservation purposes: 
 

• Commercial Historic Resource Plaques – These plaques exist on roughly half of the 
designated historic resources downtown. The original design was a porcelain coated 
enamel, which has started to rust and degrade. The new design is constructed of an 
acrylic panel on standoffs with an applied vinyl. The new design follows the same form 
in that there is a photograph and description of the resource, but the new design offers 
more area to the photograph in an attempt to draw more people into the content. 
 

• Residential Historic Resource Plaques – The history of design of these plaques and how 
they were issued is a little unclear, but it appears from inspection of several resources 
that there exists a small oval plaque with a date built and the name of the resource. 
Based on the discussion at the last meeting of the Historic District Commission, a new 
design has been obtained to be considered for adoption as the new plaque standard for 
residential historically designated resources. Please see attached for design details. 
 

• Wallace Frost Plaques – Although not all Wallace Frost designed buildings are historically 
designated resources in the City, many received a plaque from the City celebrating their 
heritage as a Wallace Frost as a part of a recognition program in XXXX. These plaques 
are cast bronze with raised lettering and contain general Wallace Frost text that is the 
same for all plaques issued. 

 
• Certified Heritage Home Plaques – In the early 2010’s, the City developed a recognition 

program to honor homes/buildings that were 100 years or older as a “Certified Heritage 
Home.” With the program, a brass plaque with a green background was issued to each 
recipient. Several certified heritage homes and the associated plaques have been lost to 

https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Historic%20District%20Commission%20Agenda%20FULL%20-%202-19-25.pdf


demolition over time. The Historic District Study Committee and City Staff is currently 
working to try and revive the program. 

 
At this time, the Planning Department is seeking approval of the new design for historically 
designated residential resources and to set the design as the standard moving forward. 
 
 
 













 
MEMORANDUM 
Planning Department 
 

 
DATE:  April 2, 2025   
 
TO:  Historic District Commission Members  
 
FROM: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT:  Wallace Frost Program – National Historic Preservation Month 
 
 
On November 18, 2024 (Agenda – Minutes), the City Commission moved to adopt the final draft 
of the Historic District Study Committee Report for 1283 Buckingham which establishes the 
Frederick E. Good House as a new, single-resource historic district in the City of Birmingham. The 
Frederick E. Good House was built in 1925 and designed by Wallace Frost. The Historic District 
Commission has long felt as though the 44 (+/-) Frost-designed houses in the City should be 
protected and designated as historic resources to prevent their demolition and preserve the 
immense history and character contained in these buildings. To help boost awareness and pride 
in owning a Frost house, or a “Wally,” the City previously provided plaques to place on the houses. 
 
Ultimately, the Historic District Commission determined that with the recent designation of 1283 
Buckingham, the City should attempt to build on that momentum and provide some programing 
to try and boost the profile of these houses again in the hopes that more Frost owners come 
forward seeking historic designation.  
 
At this time, the Planning Department has put together a program for National Historic 
Preservation Month in May 2025 that includes social media, presentations, interviews and other 
media geared towards Wallace Frost. The Planning Department is seeking feedback and approval 
of the general program. The designation report for 1283 Buckingham and the 1992 document 
“Wallace Frost – His Architecture in Birmingham” are linked below: 
 
 
 
1283 BUCKINGHAM – HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
WALLACE FROST – HIS ARCHITECTURE IN BIRMINGHAM 
 
 

https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/20241118%20CC%20Packet%20Link.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/20241118%20APPROVED%20CC%20MINUTES.pdf
https://savingplaces.org/stories/preservation-month-2025
https://savingplaces.org/stories/preservation-month-2025
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/20241118%201283%20Buckingham%20-%20Historic%20Designation%20Request%20FULL%20-%2011-4-24.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Wallace%20Frost-His%20Architecture%20in%20Birmingham%20MI%201992-Text.pdf


May  

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH 
WALLAC E  FR OS T (WF): HIS  AR C HITEC TUR E  IN B IR MINGHAM        2025 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

    • May Around Town E-
Newsletter – WF Kickoff 
• Social Media Kickoff 

• WF Walking Tour 
Posted (Lawn Stakes?) 
to Website 
• WF Trivia on Engage 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 • WF Houses Group 1 – 

Social Media Post 
 • HDC Meeting – WF 

Proclamation 
OR 
• WF Presentation? 

 • WF Owner Spotlight 
#1 – Social Media Post 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 • WF Houses Group 2 – 

Social Media Post 
    • DPS Open House – 

Wally Table 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 • WF Houses Group 3 – 

Social Media Post 
 • HDC Meeting – WF 

Call to Action 
• Issue Plaque –  1283 
Buckingham 

 • WF Owner Spotlight 
#2 – Social Media Post 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
 • WF Houses Group 4 – 

Social Media Post 
   • WF Trivia Data 

announced – Social 
Media Post 
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April XX, 2024 

 
Wallace Frost Owner 
Address, Street 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

 
RE: Wallace Frost Architecture & History 

 
Dear Wallace Frost Homeowner, 

 
My name is Keith Deyer and I live at 1283 Buckingham Avenue. I am pleased to let you know that 
on November 18, 2024, the Birmingham City Commission officially designated my home, the Frederick 
E. Good House, as a single-resource historic district. The City’s Historic District Study Committee 
(HDSC) wrote a detailed report about Wallace Frost, my house and it’s first occupant – Frederick E. 
Good. The report was also reviewed by the State Historical Preservation Office and the Michigan 
Historical Commission prior to City Commission approval. 

 
As you know, Wallace Frost was a very well-known local architect who worked with Albert Kahn. Mr. 
Frost designed around 45 houses in Birmingham. In 1992 the Historic District and Design Review 
Committee created a booklet and video that identified each Frost home, including pictures and date 
built. In addition, a plaque and official document were designed and distributed to each Frost 
homeowner. Of these 45 homes, only 3 now have local historical designation in the City.  By the way, 
Frost also designed the Governor’s house in Lansing and Gate House at the GM Proving Grounds in 
Milford. 
 
In May 2025, the City will be celebrating National Historic Preservation Month by celebrating the 
Power of Place with stories and studies of Wallace Frost.  

 
If you are interested in any of the above documents or would like more information about our National 
Historic Preservation Month plans, please contact our City Planning Director Nick Dupuis. Additionally, 
I would be happy to discuss my home and the process we went through to get the designation. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Keith and Carole Deyer 
1283 Buckingham Avenue 
Phone Number 
Email Address 
 

Nicholas Dupuis 
Planning Director 
248-530-1856 
ndupuis@bhamgov.org 
 

 

http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/
http://www.bhamgov.org/


 
 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
BIRMINGHAM HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

WEDNESDAY – APRIL 16, 2025 
BIRMINGHAM CITY HALL, 151 MARTIN STREET, COMMISSION ROOM 205, BIRMINGHAM, MI 

***************** 7:00 PM***************** 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1) Roll Call 

2) Approval of the HDC Minutes of April 2, 2025 

3) Courtesy Review 

4) Historic Design Review 

5) Sign Review 

6) Study Session 

A. Historic Preservation Master Plan  

B. Historic Plaques 
C. Wallace Frost Program 

7) Miscellaneous Business and Communication 

A. Pre-Application Discussions 

B. Draft Agenda 

1. May 7, 2025 

C. Staff Reports 

1. Administrative Sign Approvals 

2. Administrative Approvals 
3. Demolitions 

4. Action List 2025 

8) Adjournment 

 
*Please note that board meetings will be conducted in person once again.  Members of the public can attend in person at 
Birmingham City Hall, 151 Martin St., or may attend virtually at: 

 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91282479817 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free 
Meeting ID Code: 912 8247 9817 

 
NOTICE: Due to Building security, public entrance during non-business hours is through the Police Department — Pierce St. Entrance 
only.  Individuals with disabilities requiring assistance to enter the building should request aid via the intercom system at the parking 
lot entrance gate on Henrietta St. 
 
Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting should contact the City Clerk’s 
Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or 248-644-3405 (TDD) at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, 
hearing, or other assistance.  
 
Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algún tipo de ayuda para la participación en esta sesión pública deben ponerse en 
contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el número (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 (para las personas con incapacidad 
auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunión para solicitar ayuda a la movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. (Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/91282479817&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1598889966704000&usg=AOvVaw1t7nGFk16ighSFTyab0fGk










































Updated 4/8/24 
 

Historic District Commission Action List – 2024 

Historic District Commission Quarter Goals In Progress Complete 
Historic District Ordinance Enforcement 1st (January-March) ☒ ☐ 
Historic Plaques & Bates St. Signage  2nd (April-June) ☒ ☐ 
HDC Training 3rd (July-September) ☐ ☐ 
Historic Preservation Master Plan 4th (October-December) ☒ ☐ 
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