
Parks and Recreation Board Agenda   

Department of Public Services 

851 South Eton-Conference Room 

Tuesday, August 13, 2024 

6:30 PM 

I. Call to order

II. Roll Call

III. Announcements, Introductions of Guests & Chairpersons Comments

1. Ad Hoc Senior/Recreation Center Committee (SCC)  - Update

IV. Open To The Public for Items Not On the Agenda (two minutes per person)

 No one may speak a second time until everyone in the audience has spoken.

 The chairperson may alternate speakers pro & con on issues being discussed.

V. Approval of the minutes of: July 9, 2024(regular meeting)

VI. Unfinished Business

VII. New Business- Written and submitted by 5pm Monday at the Birmingham Ice

Sports Arena, one week prior to the meeting.

1. Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements -August 12, 2024 City Commission

Packet

2. Parks and Recreation Board Rules and Regulations

VIII. Miscellaneous Communications

1. City of Birmingham Pickleball Courts, Kevin and Tricia Meade, received 7/15/24

IX. Reports From Staff

1. Manor Park No-mow Demonstration Areas

X. Items for Next Meeting-September 10, 2024

1. National Parks and Recreation Association (NPRA) - Benchmarking



XI. Adjournment

Individuals requiring accommodations, such as interpreter services, for effective participation in this meeting should

contact the City Clerk's Office at (248) 530-1880 at least one day in advance of the public meeting. 

Las personas que requieren alojamiento, tales como servicios de interpretación, la participación efectiva en esta reunión 

deben ponerse en contacto con la Oficina del Secretario Municipal al 

(248) 530-1880 por lo menos el día antes de la reunión pública. 

(Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

If you cannot attend the meetings, please contact Connie Folk at the Birmingham Ice Arena (248) 530-1642. 

Minutes are available for review at the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, 2300 East Lincoln, Birmingham, MI  48009 

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MISSION STATEMENT 

The Parks and Recreation Board strives to provide opportunities for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration for present and 

future generations of residents and visitors through stewardship of natural, cultural and recreational resources.  By continuously 

elevating the beauty and quality of the parks and recreation system of Birmingham, the Parks and Recreation Board will promote 

health and wellbeing, and strengthen the community. 

 Should you have any statement regarding the above, you are invited 
to attend the meeting in person or virtually through 

ZOOM:   https://zoom.us/j/98191466679   Meeting ID: 981 9146 6679 
You may also present your written statement to: 
City of Birmingham, Parks and Recreation Board 

851 South Eton, Birmingham, Michigan 48009 prior to the meeting. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F98191466679&sa=D&ust=1617216500676000&usg=AOvVaw25AVJGrWJDsRxaMj6I_mrC


PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
July 9, 2024 

Heather Carmona called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm at 851 South Eton. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Susan Collins 
Pam Graham 
Steve Sweeney 
Anne Lipp 
Jessica Einstein 
Sarah Kupczyk 
Heather Carmona 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Anne Lipp 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 
PRESENT: Ella Bassett, Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 

Preparatory School  

ADMINISTRATION: Scott D. Zielinski, Director DPS 
Carrie A. Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Connie J. Folk, Ice Arena and Facilities 
Superintendent  
Brendan McGaughey, Parks and Forestry 
Foreman 
Brad McNab, Parks and Recreation Assistant 
Foreman 
Andrea Swanson, DPS Office Coordinator 

PRESENTERS: NONE 

GUESTS: Jack Burns, Narlu Castellano, Joseph Wrobel, 
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Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 7/9/2024 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, INTRODUCTIONS OF GUESTS & CHAIRPERSON 
COMMENTS: 

Carmona commented on how nice the new granite benches are on Maple Road. 

Ad Hoc Senior/Recreation Center Committee (SCC)-Update 

Graham stated that the committee hired architects to define the programming and 
determine the design and costs for renovation or a complete new building be. 

DPS Director Zielinksi discussed how the building would affect the surrounding park and 
how the park would be programmed.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA: 
Burns asked about the parking situation that will be included in the new facility. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 
It was moved by Graham, seconded by Collins, to approve the minutes of the Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 regular meeting as submitted. 
Ayes, Susan Collins, Pam Graham, Steve Sweeney, 

Jessica Einstein, Joseph Wrobel, Heather 
Carmona, and Sarah Kupczyk 

Nays, None 
Absent, Anne Lipp 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
No items presented   

New Business #1: Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements Update 
PM Laird explains since the last meeting the dept. sent the plan for review by the Multi-
Modal Transportation Board. 

PM Laird stated the preliminary landscape concept plan was anticipated to be on the 
Multi-Modal Transportation Board (MMTB) agenda at their June 6, 2024 meeting 
(Agenda), however, the meeting was canceled due to lack of quorum. The department 
requested the MMTB provide a review as soon as they are able.  
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Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 7/9/2024 

PM Laird stated the Planning Board provided a courtesy review at their June 26, 2024 
meeting. PM Laird shared an updated version of the Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail 
plan.   

The Planning Board provided the following feedback: 
• Possibly tie in neighborhood identifiers on signage for example,

“Millpond”/business district identifiers such as “Market North” from the (2040
Plan).

• Consider swapping the food cart area with the restroom area and the Planning
Board is strongly against a pre-fab restroom

• Consider a pathway of some sort to the south of the entry corner, a cut through
from Old Woodward if you are coming from the south.

PM Laird stated to the Parks and Recreation Board designs of restroom facilities for 
Booth Park are in development.  

PM Laird shared with the Parks and Recreation Board local pre-fab public restrooms that 
they could visit. 

Sweeney stated his concern providing electrical service to food trucks since most food 
trucks are self-sufficient.  PM Laird pointed out that there is never enough electrical 
service in a park setting. 

DPS Director Zielinksi stated that a general design plan for Booth Park will go to City 
Commission in mid-August which will drive the department for final drawings. 

No Action Needed 

New Business #2: Crestview Pickleball Courts 
PM Laird stated at previous Parks and Recreation Board sound mitigation was discussed 
for Crestview Pickleball courts.   The department sent out bids for sound barriers and 
five quotes were received by staff and are included in the packet.  

PM Laird stated that complaints received include noise, parking, and enforcement of 
rules and regulations among others. Noise has been a frequent and viable complaint, 
especially in close proximity to the courts, on the southern end.   
PM Laird said the sound barrier will be attached to the existing 12 foot chain link fence. 

Staff recommends the product be installed by the vendor to ensure both timely 
completion and proper installation methods are completed. O’Neill Engineered Systems 
provided an installation quote and two options for barriers. Only one other vendor 
provided an installation cost and it’s double the installation cost from O’Neill. O’Neill was 
very responsive, provided follow up information, and is a local supplier of Sound Seal, a 
recommended vendor provided during the pickleball webinar.  
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Parks and Recreation Board Meeting 7/9/2024 

DPS Director Zielinksi stated for these reasons, staff is recommending a sound barrier 
product from O’Neill Engineered Systems to be placed on the southern end only of the 
courts.  
Graham is not in favor of the installation of the sound barrier at the Crestview pickleball 
courts, since anyone in a second story house would see and hear the pickleball users.    

Bassett stated that she thinks that pickleball is very much a trend and thinks by the 
time the department arrives at the three year if pickleball will be a thing anymore.  

Burns does not think Poppleton Park tennis court is a good fix and that there are home 
within 100ft. of Poppleton Park Tennis court. And there is baseball field that is heavily 
used.  

It was moved by Collins, seconded by Kupczyk to direct staff to proceed with evaluating 
and receiving costs with city manager approval, a 15ft. fence at Crestview pickleball 
courts that effectively mitigates sound for a second story home.  

Ayes, Susan Collins, Jessica Einstein,  
Heather Carmona and Sarah Kupczyk 

Nays, Pam Graham and Steve Sweeney 

Absent, Anne Lipp 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS: 
No items presented. 

REPORTS FROM STAFF: 
Portable Toilets Located in City of Birmingham Parks: 
Folk presented to the Parks and Recreation Board the historical information on 
installation of portable toilets in the City of Birmingham parks and the high quality 
service that is received from Turner Sanitation. 

ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: 
• National Parks and Recreation Association (NRPA) benchmarking
• Manor Park sustainability planting demonstration areas

Chair Carmona stated the next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 13 
2024 at 6:30 pm, at 851 South Eton. 

Chair Carmona adjourned the meeting at 8:12 pm 

Andrea Swanson, DPS Office Coordinator  



MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: August 9, 2024 

TO: Parks and Recreation Board 

FROM: Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Manager 

SUBJECT: Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements Update 

Preliminary designs for the Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements will be presented at the 
August 12, 2024 City Commission meeting.  The designs are based upon all engagement thus far 
including the Parks and Recreation Board Public Input Session, various boards and committees, 
the survey that was available on Engage Birmingham during the month of May, staff input, and 
from reviewing the City’s other plans and initiatives.   

We’ve reached a point in the design process where it’s time for direction from the City Commission 
(as requested) on certain design elements such as the restroom facility, the parking on Old 
Woodward closest to Harmon, any other feedback they have, and to determine the amount of 
dollars the City should spend on this project as project costs are higher than estimated and what 
was budgeted for the project which is $900,000. 

Attached is the packet included in  the August 12, 2024 City Commission agenda.  Staff will 
update the Parks and Recreation Board at their August 13, 2024 meeting on the results. 

New Business #1
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: August 9, 2024 

TO: Jana L. Ecker, City Manager 

FROM: Carrie Laird, Parks and Recreation Manager 
Scott Zielinski, DPS Director 

SUBJECT: Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements 

INTRODUCTION: 
The preliminary landscape design plan for the Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements 
project has been routed to the appropriate boards and committees for review and comment 
following a public engagement period (May 2024) on Engage Birmingham and a public input 
session at the Parks and Recreation Board.  The City Commission expressed interest in providing 
commentary at a certain point during the design process and before any further progression of 
design occurs, and this serves as a check-in point with the City Commission to garner any 
additional comment or feedback on the plan. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Parks and Recreation Bond (approved by Birmingham voters in November of 2020) Priority 
List includes Trail Improvements and the Booth Park Corner Feature.  Since then, a Trail 
Improvements Concept Plan (TICP) was developed and accepted by the City Commission in 
September of 2023 (Agenda/Minutes).  The Commission also approved moving forward with the 
first phase for improvements, the Booth Park section of the plan at that time.   

At the March 18, 2024 City Commission Meeting (Agenda/Minutes), Grissim Metz Andriese 
Associates was selected to perform professional design services for the Booth Park Entry Plaza 
and Trail Improvements project.   

Following a kick off meeting at the Parks and Recreation Board in April of 2024, a preliminary 
plan was first introduced at a public input session at the Parks and Recreation Board on May 7, 
2024 (Agenda/Minutes).  This preliminary plan was available to the public on Engage Birmingham 
by way of survey from May 9, 2024 through May 31, 2024. The Parks and Recreation Board 
provided additional input at their June meeting (Agenda) and the plan has continued to be an 

https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/20230911%20City%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Document_Center/Agenda%20&%20Minutes/City%20Commission/Minutes/2023/20230911%20CC%20Minutes%20SIGNED.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/20240318%20City%20Commission%20Agenda.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/020240318%20City%20Commission%20Signed%20Minutes.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Parks%20and%20Recreation%20Board/Agendas%20Only/May%20Agenda.pdf
file://CH-FS1/Users/DPS/Shared/01%20Parks/Parks%20&%20Recreation%20Board%20Agendas/20240507/DRAFT%20May%202024%20minutes.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/Parks%20and%20Recreation%20Board/Agendas%20Only/June%20Agenda.pdf
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ongoing agenda item at Parks & Recreation Board meetings over the summer months.  It has 
been routed for review and comment by City staff and various boards and committees such as 
the Wayfinding Committee, the Birmingham Shopping District Maintenance Committee, and the 
Planning Board during the month of June. 

Topics most often discussed during public engagement include the restroom, accessibility 
enhancements and safety and security measures including lighting and cameras.  Much of the 
feedback, including from the Planning Board at their June 26, 2024 meeting (Agenda/Minutes), 
was regarding the restroom, and in favor of a custom restroom facility rather than the 
prefabricated style.  BSD Board agreed at their August meeting.  

FISCAL IMPACT: 
The approved 2024-2025 City Budget allocates $900,000.00 for the Booth Park Entry Plaza and 
Trail Improvements project.  The preliminary park budget estimate dated 8-6-2024 is a total of 
$1,521,748.75 which includes either the custom stick built “bespoke” restroom option, 
recommended by both the Parks and Recreation Board and the Planning Board or the customized 
prefabricated restroom.  We have clarified that there would be no significant cost savings with a 
custom prefabricated unit and a custom building. 

Grissim, Metz, Andriese Associates has prepared the cost estimate laying out the “base” total of 
$1,064,698.75 (including 15% contingency) for items originally called out in the TICP, including 
a pre-fab restroom.  The other items not part of this “base” arose from the public engagement 
process and other City initiatives such as wayfinding currently underway. 

The City could plan to provide donation opportunities as part of this project. These may include 
site amenities such as benches, tables and chairs, picnic tables, hammocks and landscaping 
features.  These types of donation items could amount to approximately $200,000.00.  In 
addition, the overlook area at the rain garden can also be a potential donation item for a total 
estimate of $109,450.00.  The Department of Public Services (DPS) has already been working 
with a donor for a walkway and seating area in the amount of $24,880.00, pending a finalized 
agreement. 

The DPS currently has an application in review with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) for a Trust Fund Grant for the amount of $266,000.00, based on the TICP 
estimate of $543,400.00.  Our match will now be at least 70%.  Note that increasing the match 
amount to above 51% (our original match amount) will not add any additional points in the 
scoring of our application.  However, we will have an opportunity to update our application with 
an updated plan and current costs and plan to do so.  If we want to change the requested amount, 
we are able to do so at the same time, with a new approved resolution by the City Commission. 

SUSTAINABILITY: 
The design incorporates a rain garden with native plantings and permeable pavers.  Recycled and 
durable materials will be considered for site furnishings such as benches, tables and 
litter/recycling containers.  

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS: 
Booth Park with its proximity to the Rouge River, elevation changes, events and custom 
playground is a desirable location for visitors.  The need is great for a restroom facility at this 
location.  Placing the restroom in the right location just may be the most important design 

https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/A%20-%20PB%20Agenda%20-%206-26-24.pdf
https://cms7files1.revize.com/birmingham/REVISED%20-%20PB%20Minutes%20(APPROVED-PROTECTED)%20-%206-26-24.pdf
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consideration of this project.  It should be visible for safety and security, but not positioned in 
such a way that diminishes the natural beauty of the park. 

The need for greater accessibility has been considered throughout the design process thus far, 
including accessible restrooms, seating, and scenic areas.   

Discussions have gone back and forth as to whether if we should eliminate parking spaces at the 
corner along Old Woodward to open up the view of the entrance. 

Trail material has been revisited in great detail as there is the potential for this material to be 
utilized for future trail improvements.  The proposed crushed limestone has more fine particles 
than the City’s current crushed limestone found currently at Booth Park and at Quarton Lake, 
contributing to greater accessibility.  Our consultant has informed us that on other projects they 
have found that it stays in place better and does not require edging.  An example of a location 
with this material is Beverly Park where they utilize the same product. 

The signs designed for Booth Park will serve as a template for future park signs with the new City 
logo. 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
This project has been promoted through the City’s website and social media platforms, the Around 
Town newsletter, the DPS Open House, and at Parks and Recreation Board meeting agendas 
since April 2024.  An online survey on Engage Birmingham was available during the month of 
May.   

SUMMARY: 
The DPS is requesting a review by the City Commission prior to finalizing the construction plans. 
The DPS is seeking comments on design options and clarification as to whether we should make 
adjustments for budget purposes.  DPS notes that it is possible to phase items such as trees and 
site furnishings should the Commission wish to postpone items in consideration of the budget. 
The DPS intends to have the Commission review the final construction plans for approval at a 
later date.  

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Presentation from Grissim, Metz, Andriese Associates
• Booth Park Plaza and Trail Improvements Drawings for Commission Review
• Cost Estimate dated August 6, 2024
• City Staff review comments
• Memos from Planning Director, Nicholas Dupuis: May 15, 2024 and February 26, 2024
• Engage Birmingham Summary Report

SUGGESTED COMMISSION ACTION: 
To direct staff to proceed with the finalization of drawings for construction for final review and 
approval by the City Commission as designed, incorporating ALL elements of the landscape plan, 
and selecting the (choose one: prefabricated, custom prefabricated, custom “bespoke”) option 
for the restroom facility and (choose one:  eliminating/keeping ) the 4 spaces for parking.  

OR, 
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To direct staff to complete the design of construction drawings for the project for final review and 
approval by the City Commission, with the following budget restrictions: (list items to remove, or 
adjusting target budget) and selecting the (choose one: prefabricated, custom prefabricated, 
custom “bespoke”) option for the restroom facility and (choose one:  eliminating/keeping) the 4 
spaces for parking. 



BOOTH PARK
BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN

PRELIMINARY DESIGN
08.06.2024



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan

2

Site Constraints Enlargement



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Existing Conditions



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Landscape Plan



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Landscape Plan



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Landscape Plantings Environment



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Plaza Seating, Pavement and Amenities



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Site Furniture

Solid Top Seats - Company: Streetlife Classic Bike U Rack - Company: CycleSafe Inc.

Existing Booth Park’s bench Solid Staple Benches - Company: StreetlifeExisting Barnum Park’s bench

Set of Every Day Chair and Chipman Table - Company: Landscape Form



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Paving

ECO-PRIORA Pavers - Company: Unilock Unilock Fossil Smooth Treo PaversThornbury Pavers - Company: Unilock



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Bioswale / Rain Garden Overlook Area



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Restroom Pre-fabricated from Trail Improvement Masterplan



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Restroom Pre-fabricated Dimensions



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Restroom - View from N. Old  Woodward



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Restroom - View from Harmon Ave



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Prefabricated Restroom Options



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Custom Restroom



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Donor Seating Area Layout

Location of Donor Seating



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Donor Seating Elevation



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Signage Plan



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Trail Gateway Inspiration

QUARTON LAKE PARK WAYFINDING AND SIGNAGE  (Master Plan Feb. 2024)



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Signage Reference

A. - Existing park playground sign wall to remain Existing playground sign to be replaced?

D - Sustainable/nature information E - Donor plaque custom design (inset in pavement)

Butterfly shaped 
banches

Plaque

B - Historical marker (about park or museum)

Should this sign match signs in Birmingham’s 
Historical Marker program?

C - Park sign

Can we 
reduce 

this sign 
to 5’ 
or 6’ 

height?

F - Trail sign

Map of Rouge River 
Trails

G - Low sign along trail providing additional plant, river or nature 
      information



Booth Park Preliminary Design

08.06.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Amenity Images



August 6, 2024
BBooootthh  PPaarrkk
Birmingham, Michigan

PPaarrkk  PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  BBuuddggeett  EEssttiimmaattee  --  WWoorrkkiinngg  DDrraafftt

GGeenneerraall  CCoonnddiittiioonnss Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Mobilization Lump Sum 30,000.00$         
Insurance, Permits, and Bonds (8.5%) Lump Sum 65,700.00$          
Layout and Staking Lump Sum 10,000.00$          
General Conditions (5%) Lump Sum 38,700.00$          

GGeenneerraall  CCoonnddiittiioonnss  SSuubb--TToottaall 114444,,440000..0000$$      

SSiittee  PPrreeppaarraattiioonn  &&  RReemmoovvaall Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Soil Erosion & Sedimentation Lump Sum 5,000.00$            
Site Preparation & Grading 4,800 sy. 3.00$  14,400.00$           
Tree Removals Lump Sum 2,000.00$            
Curb and Concrete Pavement Removal 330 sy. 10.00$            3,300.00$            

SSiittee  PPrreeppaarraattiioonn  &&  RReemmoovvaall  SSuubb--TToottaall 2244,,770000..0000$$      

TTrraaiill  EEnnttrryy Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Stone Column, 7 1/2' ht. 1 ea. 15,000.00$     15,000.00$           
Stone Column, 5' ht. 1 ea. 12,000.00$     12,000.00$           
Special Pavement 80 sf. 40.00$           3,200.00$            

TTrraaiill  EEnnttrryy  SSuubb--TToottaall 3300,,220000..0000$$      

PPllaazzaa  aanndd  TTrraaiill  IImmpprroovveemmeennttss Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Asphalt Pavement Repair 25 sy 90.00$           2,250.00$            
Concrete Paving, 6" depth 5,510 * sf. 10.00$            55,100.00$           
Concrete Paving, 4" depth 1,900 sf. 7.00$  13,300.00$           
Concrete Seatwall with Wood Slat Seating 83 lf. 500.00$         41,500.00$           
Concrete Seatwall without Wood Slat Seating 70 lf. 200.00$         14,000.00$          
Permeable Pavers in Main Plaza 840 sf. 40.00$           33,600.00$          
Precast Pavers in Secondary Plaza 600 sf. 30.00$           18,000.00$          
Park Entrance Sign 1 ea. 5,000.00$      5,000.00$            
Curb and Gutter and Asphalt Repair 170 lf. 55.00$            9,350.00$            
Crushed Stone Trail 3,000 sf. 3.50$  10,500.00$           
Benches 2 ea. 3,000.00$      6,000.00$            
Planter Curb 170 lf. 35.00$            5,950.00$            
Bollards 6 ea. 1,000.00$       6,000.00$            

PPllaazzaa  aanndd  TTrraaiill  IImmpprroovveemmeennttss  SSuubb--TToottaall 221188,,330000..0000$$      

  https://grissimmetzandriese-my.sharepoint.com/personal/projects_gma-la_com/Documents/Projects/B22-241 Booth Park/Sect/Estimates/Copy of 2024_08-06 Booth Park Cost Estim_HRC_Update2 8/7/20248:12 AM



* deduct $20,000 if omit new walk replacing (4) on street parking spaces

RReessttrroooomm  BBuuiillddiinngg Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Basic Pre-Fabricated Restroom Building Allowance 139,500.00$         
Plumbing & Fixtures (W&WW) Allowance 14,500.00$           
Electric & Lighting Allowance 14,500.00$           
HVAC Allowance 20,000.00$         
Drinking Fountain at Building 1 each 8,000.00$      8,000.00$            
Water Service Connection at Building Lump Sum 2,000.00$            
Sanitary Service Connection at Building Lump Sum 3,500.00$            
Electric Line and Connections (New Service for 
Restrooms)

150 lf 50.00$           7,500.00$            

RReessttrroooomm  BBuuiillddiinngg  SSuubb--TToottaall 220099,,550000..0000$$      

LLaannddssccaappee  &&  IIrrrriiggaattiioonn Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Shade Trees (3" cal.) 29 ea. 700.00$         20,300.00$          
Demonstration Planting Area 2,950 sf. 2.50$  7,375.00$  
Planting Beds 9,080 sf. 15.00$  136,200.00$         
Topsoil for Lawn (3" depth) 70 cy 45.00$            3,150.00$  
Sodded Lawn 810 sy. 5.00$  4,050.00$            
Repair Irrigation System Lump Sum 10,000.00$          
Stepping Stones 23 ea. 50.00$           1,150.00$  

LLaannddssccaappee  &&  IIrrrriiggaattiioonn  SSuubb--TToottaall 118822,,222255..0000$$      

LLiigghhttiinngg//EElleeccttrriiccaall  SSeerrvviiccee Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Outdoor Rated Duplex Outlets 6 ea. 300.00$         1,800.00$  
Security Lighting at Restrooms and Plaza Lump Sum 20,000.00$         
Vendor Electrical Service Lump Sum 2,500.00$            
Conduit for Future Charging Stations Lump Sum 7,000.00$            

LLiigghhttiinngg//EElleeccttrriiccaall  SSeerrvviiccee  SSuubb--TToottaall 3311,,330000..0000$$      

SSttoorrmm  DDrraaiinnaaggee  FFeeaattuurreess Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Storm Sewer, PVC, 10 inch 70 lf 150.00$          10,500.00$           
Manuf St Water Treatment Device 1 each 35,000.00$    35,000.00$          
Underdrain, Perforated, 6 inch 270 lf 60.00$           16,200.00$           
Drainage Structure, 4 ft dia with 2 ft sump 1 each 5,000.00$      5,000.00$            
Drainage Structure, 2 ft dia with 1 ft sump 1 each 3,500.00$      3,500.00$            

SSttoorrmm  DDrraaiinnaaggee  FFeeaattuurreess  SSuubb--TToottaall 7700,,220000..0000$$      

WWaatteerr  &&  SSeewweerr  UUttiilliittiieess Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Water Service, 1.5 inch, Type K Copper 60 lf 75.00$            4,500.00$            



Sewer Service, 6 inch PVC 70 lf 150.00$          10,500.00$           
WWaatteerr  SSyysstteemm  FFeeaattuurreess  SSuubb--TToottaall 1155,,000000..0000$$      

SSuubb--TToottaall 992255,,882255..0000$$      
Contingency 15% 138,873.75$          

FFIINNAALL  TTOOTTAALL 11,,006644,,669988..7755$$      

OOvveerrllooookk  AArreeaa  aatt  RRaaiinnggaarrddeenn  NNoorrtthh  ooff  RRiivveerr Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Deck Overlook 700 sf 70.00$           49,000.00$         
Boardwalk Railing 55 lf 350.00$         19,250.00$           
Seating 25 lf 500.00$         12,500.00$           
Permeable Pavement, 18" depth stone base 820 sf. 35.00$            28,700.00$          

OOvveerrllooookk  AArreeaa//  RRaaiinn  GGaarrddeennss  SSuubb--TToottaall 110099,,445500..0000$$      

RReessttrroooomm  OOppttiioonnss
((aadddd  oonn  ccoossttss  ttoo  bbaassiicc  pprree--ffaabb  uunniitt))

Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 

Customized Pre-Fabricated Building 1 ea. Lump Sum 60,000.00$         
Built-on-Site Building "Bespoke" Design 1 ea. Lump Sum 60,000.00$         

SSiittee  FFuurrnniisshhiinnggss//AAmmeenniittiieess Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Benches 8 ea. 3,000.00$      24,000.00$          
Trash Receptacles 2 ea. 2,000.00$      4,000.00$           
Set of Table and 4 Chairs 8 ea. 2,500.00$      20,000.00$         
Umbrella, 10' diameter 5 ea. 2,000.00$      10,000.00$          
Dog Waste Station 2 ea. 600.00$         1,200.00$  
Bike Racks 8 ea. 300.00$         2,400.00$            

SSiittee  FFuurrnniisshhiinnggss//AAmmeenniittiieess  SSuubb--TToottaall 6611,,660000..0000$$      

DDoonnoorr  WWaallkkwwaayy  aanndd  SSeeaattiinngg  AArreeaa Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Exposed Aggregate Concrete Walkway 165 sf. 20.00$           3,300.00$            
Donor Butterfly Bench 2 ea. 6,000.00$      12,000.00$           
Fashion Statement Inscriptions & Plaque Lump Sum 2,500.00$            
Butterfly Plantings 400 sf. 9.00$  3,600.00$            
Irrigation Lump Sum 500.00$  
Precast Segmental Unit Retaining Wall 35 lf. 80.00$           2,800.00$            

DDoonnoorr  WWaallkkwwaayy  aanndd  SSeeaattiinngg  AArreeaa  SSuubb--TToottaall 2244,,770000..0000$$      

AAddddiittiioonnaall  SSiiggnnaaggee Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Historical Marker covering Park and City History 1 ea. 1,500.00$       1,500.00$  
Information  on Sustainability and Nature 1 ea. 1,500.00$       1,500.00$  



Rouge River Trail Wayfinding Sign at Trail 
Gateway

1 ea. 2,000.00$      2,000.00$            

Signs Along Trail with Information on Plantings, 
Wildlife and the River

6 ea. 800.00$         4,800.00$            

AAddddiittiioonnaall  SSiiggnnaaggee  SSuubb--TToottaall 99,,880000..0000$$      

FFuuttuurree  AAmmeenniittiieess//LLaannddssccaappee//LLiigghhttiinngg
Picnic Tables, Large Communal 1 ea. 17,000.00$     17,000.00$           
Hammocks with Posts Installed 2 ea. 3,500.00$      7,000.00$            
Outdoor Gym Equipment, Installed Allowance 40,000.00$         
Unique Swings, Installed Allowance 14,000.00$          
28" Lounge Chairs for Lawn Waves, Installed in 
Footings

8 ea. 6,800.00$      54,400.00$          

Trees Next to Playground & Waves 16 ea. 700.00$         11,200.00$            
Uplighting for Significant features (Art, Sculpture, 
Etc.)

Lump Sum 9,000.00$            

FFuuttuurree  AAmmeenniittiieess  SSuubb--TToottaall 115522,,660000..0000$$      

CCoouunnttyy  EEaasseemmeenntt:: Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Grass Stabilizer Grid to Provide Vehicular Access 
to Utility Structures

520 sy. 25.00$            13,000.00$           

SScceenniicc  RRiivveerr  AAcccceessss  TTrraaiill Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Select Clearing & Grubbing Lump Sum 7,500.00$            
Pathway Grading Lump Sum 12,500.00$           
Aggregate Base Course 50 ton 45.00$            2,250.00$            
Crushed Stone Trail Surface 1,100 sf. 3.50$  3,850.00$            
Ledgestone Landing 32 sf. 400.00$         12,800.00$           

SScceenniicc  RRiivveerr  AAcccceessss  TTrraaiill  SSuubb--TToottaall 3388,,990000..0000$$      
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Trees

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

AR 11 Acer rubrum 'Franksred' 3" cal. matched

Red Sunset Maple Native

GT 18 Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 'Skycole' 3" cal. matched

Skyline Honeylocust Native

Shrubs

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

BB 5 Buddleia davidii 'Nanho Blue' plant 4' o.c.

Nanho Blue Butterfly Bush

BP 4 Buddleia davidii 'Nanho Purple' plant 4' o.c.

Nanho Purple Butterfly Bush

CA 38 Cornus alba 'Bailhalo' plant 4' o.c.

Ivory Halo Dogwood

HB 61 Hydrangea p. 'Ilvobo' 5 gal. plant 30" o.c.

Bobo Hydrangea

PF 179 Potentilla fruticosa 'McKay's White' 2 gal plant 24" o.c.

McKay's White Potentilla

PO 27 Physocarpus opulifolius plant 4' o.c.

Common Ninebark Native

Grasses, and Perennials

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

AH 132 Agastache x `Blue Fortune' 1 gal. plant 24" o.c.

`Blue Fortune' Anise Hyssop Native

AB 139 Amsonia `Blue Ice' 1 gal. plant 24" o.c.

`Blue Ice' Blue Star Native

AM 202 Aruncus `Misty Lace' 1 gal. plant 24" o.c.

`Misty Lace' Goat's Beard Native

EF 303 Echinacea `Fragrant Angel' 1 gal. plant 14" o.c.

`Fragrant Angel' Coneflower Native

EP 300 Echinacea `Pixie Meadowbrite' 1 gal. plant 14" o.c.

Pixie Meadowbrite Coneflower Native

NF 189 Nepeta x faassenii 'Walkers low' 1 gal plant 30" o.c.

Catmint 'Walkers Low'

PV 162 Panicum virgatum `Northwind' 2 gal. plant 24" o.c.

`Northwind' Switch Grass Native

PA 131 Pennisetum a. 'Hameln' 2 gal plant 24" o.c.

'Hameln' Fountain Grass

SA 103 Sesleria autumnalis #1 Pot plant 24" o.c.

Autumn Moor Grass

SH 222 Sporobolus heterolepis #1 Pot plant 24" o.c.

Prairie Dropseed Native

Grasses, and Perennials

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

AH Agastache x `Blue Fortune' plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

`Blue Fortune' Anise Hyssop Native

AB Amsonia `Blue Ice' plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

`Blue Ice' Blue Star Native

AM Aruncus `Misty Lace' plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

`Misty Lace' Goat's Beard Native

EF Echinacea `Fragrant Angel' plugs from flats of 38 plant 14" o.c.

`Fragrant Angel' Coneflower Native

EP Echinacea `Pixie Meadowbrite' plugs from flats of 38 plant 14" o.c.

Pixie Meadowbrite Coneflower Native

NF Nepeta x faassenii 'Walkers low' plugs from flats of 38 plant 30" o.c.

Catmint 'Walkers Low'

PV Panicum virgatum `Northwind' plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

`Northwind' Switch Grass Native

SA Sesleria autumnalis plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

Autumn Moor Grass

SH Sporobolus heterolepis plugs from flats of 38 plant 24" o.c.

Prairie Dropseed Native

Trees

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

AR Acer rubrum 'Franksred' 3" cal. matched

Red Sunset Maple Native

GT Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 'Skycole' 3" cal. matched

Skyline Honeylocust Native

Shrubs

CODE QTY. DESCRIPTION SIZE COMMENTS

PF Potentilla fruticosa 'McKay's White' 2 gal plant 24" o.c.

McKay's White Potentilla
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August 6, 2024
Booth Park
Birmingham, Michigan

Park Preliminary Budget Estimate - Working Draft

General Conditions Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Mobilization Lump Sum 30,000.00$         
Insurance, Permits, and Bonds (8.5%) Lump Sum 65,700.00$          
Layout and Staking Lump Sum 10,000.00$          
General Conditions (5%) Lump Sum 38,700.00$          

General Conditions Sub-Total 144,400.00$       

Site Preparation & Removal Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Soil Erosion & Sedimentation Lump Sum 5,000.00$            
Site Preparation & Grading 4,800 sy. 3.00$  14,400.00$           
Tree Removals Lump Sum 2,000.00$            
Curb and Concrete Pavement Removal 330 sy. 10.00$            3,300.00$            

Site Preparation & Removal Sub-Total 24,700.00$        

Trail Entry Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Stone Column, 7 1/2' ht. 1 ea. 15,000.00$     15,000.00$           
Stone Column, 5' ht. 1 ea. 12,000.00$     12,000.00$           
Special Pavement 80 sf. 40.00$           3,200.00$            

Trail Entry Sub-Total 30,200.00$        

Plaza and Trail Improvements Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Asphalt Pavement Repair 25 sy 90.00$           2,250.00$            
Concrete Paving, 6" depth 5,510 * sf. 10.00$            55,100.00$           
Concrete Paving, 4" depth 1,900 sf. 7.00$  13,300.00$           
Concrete Seatwall with Wood Slat Seating 83 lf. 500.00$         41,500.00$           
Concrete Seatwall without Wood Slat Seating 70 lf. 200.00$         14,000.00$          
Permeable Pavers in Main Plaza 840 sf. 40.00$           33,600.00$          
Precast Pavers in Secondary Plaza 600 sf. 30.00$           18,000.00$          
Park Entrance Sign 1 ea. 5,000.00$      5,000.00$            
Curb and Gutter and Asphalt Repair 170 lf. 55.00$            9,350.00$            
Crushed Stone Trail 3,000 sf. 3.50$  10,500.00$           
Benches 2 ea. 3,000.00$      6,000.00$            
Planter Curb 170 lf. 35.00$            5,950.00$            
Bollards 6 ea. 1,000.00$       6,000.00$            

Plaza and Trail Improvements Sub-Total 218,300.00$       

https://grissimmetzandriese-my.sharepoint.com/personal/projects_gma-la_com/Documents/Projects/B22-241 Booth Park/Sect/Estimates/Copy of 2024_08-06 Booth Park Cost Estim_HRC_Update2 8/7/20248:12 AM



* deduct $20,000 if omit new walk replacing (4) on street parking spaces

Restroom Building Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Basic Pre-Fabricated Restroom Building Allowance 139,500.00$         
Plumbing & Fixtures (W&WW) Allowance 14,500.00$           
Electric & Lighting Allowance 14,500.00$           
HVAC Allowance 20,000.00$         
Drinking Fountain at Building 1 each 8,000.00$      8,000.00$            
Water Service Connection at Building Lump Sum 2,000.00$            
Sanitary Service Connection at Building Lump Sum 3,500.00$            
Electric Line and Connections (New Service for 
Restrooms)

150 lf 50.00$           7,500.00$            

Restroom Building Sub-Total 209,500.00$      

Landscape & Irrigation Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Shade Trees (3" cal.) 29 ea. 700.00$         20,300.00$          
Demonstration Planting Area 2,950 sf. 2.50$  7,375.00$  
Planting Beds 9,080 sf. 15.00$  136,200.00$         
Topsoil for Lawn (3" depth) 70 cy 45.00$            3,150.00$  
Sodded Lawn 810 sy. 5.00$  4,050.00$            
Repair Irrigation System Lump Sum 10,000.00$          
Stepping Stones 23 ea. 50.00$           1,150.00$  

Landscape & Irrigation Sub-Total 182,225.00$        

Lighting/Electrical Service Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Outdoor Rated Duplex Outlets 6 ea. 300.00$         1,800.00$  
Security Lighting at Restrooms and Plaza Lump Sum 20,000.00$         
Vendor Electrical Service Lump Sum 2,500.00$            
Conduit for Future Charging Stations Lump Sum 7,000.00$            

Lighting/Electrical Service Sub-Total 31,300.00$         

Storm Drainage Features Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Storm Sewer, PVC, 10 inch 70 lf 150.00$          10,500.00$           
Manuf St Water Treatment Device 1 each 35,000.00$    35,000.00$          
Underdrain, Perforated, 6 inch 270 lf 60.00$           16,200.00$           
Drainage Structure, 4 ft dia with 2 ft sump 1 each 5,000.00$      5,000.00$            
Drainage Structure, 2 ft dia with 1 ft sump 1 each 3,500.00$      3,500.00$            

Storm Drainage Features Sub-Total 70,200.00$        

Water & Sewer Utilities Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Water Service, 1.5 inch, Type K Copper 60 lf 75.00$            4,500.00$            



Sewer Service, 6 inch PVC 70 lf 150.00$          10,500.00$           
Water System Features Sub-Total 15,000.00$         

Sub-Total 925,825.00$       
Contingency 15% 138,873.75$          

FINAL TOTAL 1,064,698.75$     

Overlook Area at Raingarden North of River Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Deck Overlook 700 sf 70.00$           49,000.00$         
Boardwalk Railing 55 lf 350.00$         19,250.00$           
Seating 25 lf 500.00$         12,500.00$           
Permeable Pavement, 18" depth stone base 820 sf. 35.00$            28,700.00$          

Overlook Area/ Rain Gardens Sub-Total 109,450.00$       

Restroom Options
(add on costs to basic pre-fab unit)

Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 

Customized Pre-Fabricated Building 1 ea. Lump Sum 60,000.00$         
Built-on-Site Building "Bespoke" Design 1 ea. Lump Sum 60,000.00$         

Site Furnishings/Amenities Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Benches 8 ea. 3,000.00$      24,000.00$          
Trash Receptacles 2 ea. 2,000.00$      4,000.00$           
Set of Table and 4 Chairs 8 ea. 2,500.00$      20,000.00$         
Umbrella, 10' diameter 5 ea. 2,000.00$      10,000.00$          
Dog Waste Station 2 ea. 600.00$         1,200.00$  
Bike Racks 8 ea. 300.00$         2,400.00$            

Site Furnishings/Amenities Sub-Total 61,600.00$         

Donor Walkway and Seating Area Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Exposed Aggregate Concrete Walkway 165 sf. 20.00$           3,300.00$            
Donor Butterfly Bench 2 ea. 6,000.00$      12,000.00$           
Fashion Statement Inscriptions & Plaque Lump Sum 2,500.00$            
Butterfly Plantings 400 sf. 9.00$  3,600.00$            
Irrigation Lump Sum 500.00$  
Precast Segmental Unit Retaining Wall 35 lf. 80.00$           2,800.00$            

Donor Walkway and Seating Area Sub-Total 24,700.00$        

Additional Signage Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Historical Marker covering Park and City History 1 ea. 1,500.00$       1,500.00$  
Information  on Sustainability and Nature 1 ea. 1,500.00$       1,500.00$  



Rouge River Trail Wayfinding Sign at Trail 
Gateway

1 ea. 2,000.00$      2,000.00$            

Signs Along Trail with Information on Plantings, 
Wildlife and the River

6 ea. 800.00$         4,800.00$            

Additional Signage Sub-Total 9,800.00$          

Future Amenities/Landscape/Lighting
Picnic Tables, Large Communal 1 ea. 17,000.00$     17,000.00$           
Hammocks with Posts Installed 2 ea. 3,500.00$      7,000.00$            
Outdoor Gym Equipment, Installed Allowance 40,000.00$         
Unique Swings, Installed Allowance 14,000.00$          
28" Lounge Chairs for Lawn Waves, Installed in 
Footings

8 ea. 6,800.00$      54,400.00$          

Trees Next to Playground & Waves 16 ea. 700.00$         11,200.00$            
Uplighting for Significant features (Art, Sculpture, 
Etc.)

Lump Sum 9,000.00$            

Future Amenities Sub-Total 152,600.00$       

County Easement: Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Grass Stabilizer Grid to Provide Vehicular Access 
to Utility Structures

520 sy. 25.00$            13,000.00$           

Scenic River Access Trail Qty. Unit Unit Price Total 
Select Clearing & Grubbing Lump Sum 7,500.00$            
Pathway Grading Lump Sum 12,500.00$           
Aggregate Base Course 50 ton 45.00$            2,250.00$            
Crushed Stone Trail Surface 1,100 sf. 3.50$  3,850.00$            
Ledgestone Landing 32 sf. 400.00$         12,800.00$           

Scenic River Access Trail Sub-Total 38,900.00$        



Carrie Laird <claird@bhamgov.org>

Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements
Nicholas Dupuis <ndupuis@bhamgov.org> Wed, May 15, 2024 at 10:34 AM
To: Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>
Cc: Scott Zielinski <szielinski@bhamgov.org>, Leah Blizinski <lblizinski@bhamgov.org>

Carrie, 

Please see attached. Keep up the good work!

 Concept Plan Comments to Carrie Laird FULL.pdf

On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 2:38 PM Nicholas Dupuis <ndupuis@bhamgov.org> wrote:
Hey Carrie!

At first glance, this is looking beautiful. It is clear that your team and the consultant have paid a LOT of attention to
feedback and general City happenings. I will provide more detailed comments when I have them, but I wanted to know
if you would consider the Planning Board when making your rounds as well, since there are a lot of
recommendations in our master plans about this area.

On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 10:57 AM Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org> wrote:
Hi everyone!

We would like to share a preliminary park design and concepts with you, to garner feedback and also route to your
appropriate boards as you see fit.  We are planning to visit the Wayfinding, Multimodal, BSD Maint Committee
upcoming, likely June. 

Additionally, we will have a survey available on Engage by the end of this week through May 31st.  I've attached the
presentation materials as well as the park plan separately.  We are in the ideas stage, further development designs
are forthcoming later this summer.

Let me know if you have any questions!  Thank you!

 2024-05-01_B22-241_Booth Park SD Pkg.pdf

--
Carrie A. Laird
Parks & Recreation Manager
851 S. Eton
Birmingham, MI  48009
248-530-1714

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to
your neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail.

--
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "DepartmentHeads" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to departmentheads+unsubscribe@
bhamgov.org.
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=daa6a86501&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1799129611124018666&dsqt=1&simpl=msg-f:1799129611… 1/2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F5ZeG4sanHiNQxCxnTy-WPVKPzuU6FF/view?usp=drive_web
mailto:ndupuis@bhamgov.org
mailto:Claird@bhamgov.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6x5C40JH1vjS21T8WrAAavZglWFaKQs/view?usp=drive_web
https://www.google.com/maps/search/851+S.+Eton+Birmingham,+MI%C2%A0+48009?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/851+S.+Eton+Birmingham,+MI%C2%A0+48009?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail
http://www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail
mailto:departmentheads+unsubscribe@bhamgov.org
mailto:departmentheads+unsubscribe@bhamgov.org


To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/a/bhamgov.org/d/msgid/departmentheads/
CAD7BDpCphDCd5TDjtYvujniHtnjjwSxjh7Pxo-H-M_dGvcCusQ%40mail.gmail.com.

--
Nicholas J. Dupuis
Planning Director

Email: ndupuis@bhamgov.org
Office: 248-530-1856
Social: Linkedin

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to your neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/
citywideemail.

--
Nicholas J. Dupuis
Planning Director

Email: ndupuis@bhamgov.org
Office: 248-530-1856
Social: Linkedin

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to your neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/
citywideemail.
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Carrie Laird <claird@bhamgov.org>

Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements
Scott Grewe <Sgrewe@bhamgov.org> Thu, May 16, 2024 at 4:50 PM
To: Scott Zielinski <szielinski@bhamgov.org>
Cc: Carrie Laird <claird@bhamgov.org>

Should be fairly simple, since there is already one there they are already planning for that one to connect to our network. 

Scott A. Grewe
Chief of Police 
Birmingham Police Department
151 Martin St.
Birmingham, MI. 48009
Dispatch: (248) 644-3405
Office: (248) 530-1867

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to your
neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail.

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 4:10 PM Scott Zielinski <szielinski@bhamgov.org> wrote:
If we are able to provide power, how easy would it be to tie cameras into your network? 

On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 4:16 PM Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org> wrote:
Feedback from our Police Chief

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Scott Grewe <Sgrewe@bhamgov.org>
Date: Thu, May 9, 2024, 13:20
Subject: Re: Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements
To: Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>

Carrie,

I have some concerns over our ability to see into the park.  This is an area that is a teen hangout on the evenings,
particular on the weekends.  Due to the play structure, it can already be difficult but with the additional trees and
restrooms and other features it will be impossible to check the park without walking through it.  Currently we only
have one camera at this location but I would request possibly as many as two additional cameras to provide the
ability to check the park.  These locations would need power supply.  We can look at potential locations, but maybe
your designers can add some insight in terms of future site lines once constructed and the ability to construct with a
power supply in place.

On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 10:57 AM Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org> wrote:
Hi everyone!

We would like to share a preliminary park design and concepts with you, to garner feedback and also route to your
appropriate boards as you see fit.  We are planning to visit the Wayfinding, Multimodal, BSD Maint Committee
upcoming, likely June. 
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Additionally, we will have a survey available on Engage by the end of this week through May 31st.  I've attached
the presentation materials as well as the park plan separately.  We are in the ideas stage, further development
designs are forthcoming later this summer.

Let me know if you have any questions!  Thank you!

 2024-05-01_B22-241_Booth Park SD Pkg.pdf

--
Carrie A. Laird
Parks & Recreation Manager
851 S. Eton
Birmingham, MI  48009
248-530-1714

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to
your neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail.

--
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "DepartmentHeads" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
departmentheads+unsubscribe@bhamgov.org.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/a/bhamgov.org/d/msgid/departmentheads/
CAD7BDpCphDCd5TDjtYvujniHtnjjwSxjh7Pxo-H-M_dGvcCusQ%40mail.gmail.com.

--
Scott A. Grewe
Chief of Police 
Birmingham Police Department
151 Martin St.
Birmingham, MI. 48009
Dispatch: (248) 644-3405
Office: (248) 530-1867

*Important Note to Residents*
Let’s connect! Join the Citywide Email System to receive important City updates and critical information specific to
your neighborhood at www.bhamgov.org/citywideemail.

--
Scott D. Zielinski, PE
DPS Director
City of Birmingham
Tel: 248-530-1702
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Carrie Laird <claird@bhamgov.org>

Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements
Leslie Pielack <LPielack@bhamgov.org> Mon, May 20, 2024 at 4:43 PM
To: Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org>

Hi Carrie,

Just got my first chance to look over the preliminary design. There is a lot I like about it! 

I do have some comments/questions I would like to highlight:

I think the hammock idea is great. I personally like the rope-style because it is simpler, easier to remove or
replace, and visually has a lower profile in the natural surroundings.
I also really like the rain garden/bioswale design. The walking bridges help reinforce that it is also a water-
related feature, like a dry river bed. But what is the maintenance on that, and will it ever become self-sustaining or
always need regular maintenance?
Splash pad...Is it just a random idea, or is it planned for the playground area? I'm not a fan of splash pads...they
seem costly and not used enough to be worth the effort, running water lines, etc. if it is inevitable, it seems like it
could have a smaller footprint, possibly integrate with the garden areas so the water drains off and has a
secondary purpose. Also, I think splash pads are begging for shade for little kids and/or their adults to get relief
from hot sun. If not natural shade, maybe a pergola or structure of some kind, or even an awning arrangement. (A
small fountain or splash pool would potentially have other uses/purposes than just a splash pad, but I know they
have maintenance issues, too.)
The kiosk concept is really cool. I do like the visual but I would suggest a timer/dimmer function and an artistic
design that can be adjusted for events, time of day/time of year, etc. I'm guessing there is more in the works about
this and it would be a very spectacular anchor for the park, but just wondered about the ability to make
adjustments to any lighting.
Restroom design-solar?  My favorite concept for the restroom building is something simpler, like the board and
batten frame buildings (I like most of the ones sketched), rather than the more elaborate mixed materials one with
the stone facing at the foundation...and I definitely dislike the Tudor style for this setting. The frame designs all
seem 'modern' and can be made more sustainable and can be less costly to construct.(I also DO love the half
moon symbols on the doors!) Have you already looked at solar concepts? Since it will be mostly for day use, I
would think solar energy could not only 1) help light it and heat the water for handwashing, but 2) could be an
educational opportunity for how sustainable energy works. I have been to a number of state and national parks that
use them and they are good for awareness and reinforce the idea that running water, electricity, etc. uses energy.
Just a personal reaction, here.
Interpretive signage, new canopy trees, etc. I vote for interpretive signage that uses QR codes, which allow
flexibility for whatever the content is...environmental/native plants and animals, sustainability, and naturally, I think
a little history would also be cool 😉. QR symbols can be changed out if needs change over time and are much
less costly to install than permanent signs. As for canopy trees, the area is not very big, but what about a grouping
of mixed native trees and underplantings with interpretive QR codes? Possibly the foundation of an arboretum?

These comments are just me, free associating, based on my personal and professional point of view. Hope they are of
use in some way.

On Thu, May 9, 2024 at 10:57 AM Carrie Laird <Claird@bhamgov.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
[Quoted text hidden]

--
Leslie Pielack
Director
Birmingham Museum
248-530-1682
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MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE: May 15, 2024 

TO: Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Manager 
Scott Zielinski, Director of Public Services 
Parks & Recreation Board Members 

FROM: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements – Preliminary Park Design and 
Concepts Plan 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to provide some feedback regarding the preliminary designs 
for the Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvement project dated May 7, 2024. As a general 
observation, the concept plans appear to be very well done. They are attractive, easy to 
understand, and provide me with a lot of confidence that the consultant team is really paying 
attention to all of the competing interests and agendas that all involve this property.  

In February, I provided a detailed memorandum (attached) regarding the specific objectives of 
the Birmingham Plan 2040 as they relate to this project, which involved the park space as well as 
the Rouge River corridor. Fortunately, I believe that the concept plans address most, if not all of 
the recommendations related to the park space that I quoted from the 2040 Plan. The plans 
contain much more seating, café/vendor accommodations, restrooms, and the paved plaza that 
has been a goal of ours since the Downtown Birmingham 2016 Plan. At this time, I would only 
feel the need to encourage further the use of pervious paving materials, whether it is pavers or 
otherwise. In my opinion, this should absolutely be done in areas “1” and “4” which contain 
seating, but would be encouraged along what is now labeled as the 10’ wide concrete path. 
Perhaps small accent portions could be introduced with pervious pavers.  

In regards to the 2040 Plan’s recommendations on the Rouge River corridor, which were 
numerous, much of this plan would aid in furthering objectives such as improving the ecosystem 
and providing better amenities. A lot of the recommendations related to the Rouge are admittedly 
a bit larger than this project alone, but every little bit helps. 

Other than the 2040 Plan, I would like to provide other general feedback related to Planning and 
Sustainability: 



• Every new or improved landscape bed as a part of this project, as well as future projects
along this trail, should without exception be native plantings, and all new trees should be
native species. In my opinion, this should be clearly stated in the “Note Key” in items such
as 8, 15, 16, 23 and 24. This may already be the approach, but I believe that being explicit
with our intentions will go a much longer way.

• The new bike racks, and any other new multi-modal infrastructure, should match the
downtown standard that is currently in use.

• Wherever possible (and yes, it is possible), recycled or reclaimed materials should be used
to build new items such as the restroom facility (if we take the custom route), lounge
chairs, gateway columns, and even benches and picnic tables.

• The trail gateway signage and the acknowledgement to the recently approved Wayfinding
and Signage Master Plan is well received. Any new sign design will need to go before the
Wayfinding and Branding Committee, but my initial reaction is very positive.

• If it means anything coming from me, I think it would be a complete disservice to this
beautiful park to install a bland, pre-fabricated restroom unit in such a prominent location.
I find the custom designs to be much more interesting and appropriate in this setting. If
the budget or other factors necessitate a pre-fabricated unit, I would reconsider the
placement to a less visible area. I do see that there appears to be an attempt to hide or
screen it with trees, which is very thoughtful, but I do not think it would be enough.

• There is currently a piece of public art located near the entrance that is not noted on this
plan. I have been advised that the City has asked the artist to remove the piece, but it
could be noted on this plan that the art is going away as to not confuse anyone. In
addition, the Planning Department would be supportive of alternate displays of public art,
the possible placement of such could be added to this plan to give direction to staff when
considering future donations or loans.

• I do not see any lighting as a part of this plan, but if there becomes a need (even just
small fixtures to illuminate signage), the fixtures should be solar powered. I would also
encourage anything else that requires power to be solar powered, or at a minimum be
constructed to be able to accommodate solar at a future date.

Thank you for considering my comments on behalf of the Planning Department, and please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me should any questions or requests for clarification arise. 



MEMORANDUM 
Planning Division 

DATE: February 26, 2024 

TO: Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Manager 
Scott Zielinski, Director of Public Services 
Parks & Recreation Board Members 

FROM: Nicholas Dupuis, Planning Director 

SUBJECT: Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements & The Birmingham Plan 2040 

To aid in the development of the Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail Improvements, the Planning 
Division would like to provide a brief overview of the recommendations within the Birmingham 
Plan 2040 (“2040 Plan”) that relate to the project both directly and indirectly and could affect the 
overall project. The Planning Division would expect that any consultant selected for the project 
will refer to and consider the 2040 Plan and the recommendations within. 

Booth Park is heavily discussed in the 2040 Plan in Chapter 3 – Retain Neighborhood Quality and 
Chapter 4 – Support Mixed-Use Districts. These discussions result in several recommendations 
(some of which are redundant):  

• Building a cafe or vendor accommodations in Booth Park as recommended in the 2016
Downtown Plan.

• Increase the amount of seating in Shain, Booth, and the City’s pocket parks with benches.
• Expand café-style seating in Shain and Booth Parks and on all widened sidewalks.
• Update the Parks and Recreation Plan, including amenities and a cafe to Booth Park.
• Install ample benches in Booth Park.
• Install a small café and public restrooms in Booth Park or services for mobile vendors,

along with movable tables and chairs.
• Create a paved plaza, ideally pervious, at the entrance to Booth Park with signage and

seating.

In addition to Booth Park, the 2040 Plan focuses a lot of its attention on the Rouge River Corridor 
in which the trail system exists, particularly in Chapter 5 – Advance Sustainability Practices. The 
following recommendations relating to the Rouge River Corridor could also have a big impact on 
the project: 
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• Integrate the Birmingham Museum into the Rouge River trail and park system, including
more connections and signage Downtown.

• Create a Sustainability and Climate Action Plan to include support for Rouge River Natural
Area improvements.

• Develop and implement a trails and access master plan to improve the Rouge River trails
and trail heads. The plan should consider:

o Installing pedestrian linkages to the park’s surrounding neighborhoods and
commercial districts, including to Quarton Road.

o Securing easements of additional key properties to expand the park area and
improve its walkability, for complete ecological restoration, and universal
accessibility.

o Installing an environmentally sensitive, hard-surfaced pathway for pedestrians and
cyclists along the Rouge River.

o Expanding the extent of the trail system, crossing the river at more locations to
access large portions of the natural area currently cut off.

o Installing bridges, ramps, and other enhancements to enable access by all ages
and abilities.

o Installing other amenities such as bicycle racks, lighting, markers, seating, and
signage at trail heads, and seating, markers, and interpretive features throughout
the trail system.

• Develop and implement a restoration master plan to restore the Rouge River ecosystem
to its natural and sustainable conditions. The plan should consider:

o Retaining environmental scientists to inventory and analyze the Rouge corridor’s
wildlife, ecology, natural systems, and pollution sources.

o Establishing a phased enhancement time frame to stabilize riverbanks, remove
invasive species, reintroduce native ground covers, wildflowers, under-story, and
canopy tree species.

o Identifying and mitigating potential pollution or chemical sources, including the
existing Springdale snow storage dumping area.

• Work with area organizations and agencies to oversee, build support, and raise funding
for the park’s enhancements. Consider securing corporate or philanthropic funding in
exchange for special recognition.

• Work with other area and regional organizations and communities to improve the quality
of the Rouge River watershed.

In closing, the Planning Division would like to emphasize that these are recommendations, not 
demands, and that many of these issues would likely require further study before implementation 
could be considered. However, as major projects such as the Booth Park Entry Plaza and Trail 
Improvements come up, it is essential that we have the discussions and ensure that the health 
of the Rouge River Corridor will be protected and improved upon. 

The Planning Division will remain open to conversation throughout the entire process and will 
endeavor to be a partner to the Department of Public Services and Parks and Recreation Board 
to ensure that the City provides users of the trails, and the ecosystem itself, a project that we 
can all be proud of. 



Booth Park Preliminary Design

05.07.2024

Birmingham, Michigan
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Booth Park Entry Plaza &
Trail Improvements

SURVEY RESPONSE REPORT
01 May 2024 - 30 May 2024

PROJECT NAME:
Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements



SURVEY QUESTIONS

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024

Page 1 of 20



Q1  The Park Plan has incorporated the following features.  Please let us know how important
they are to you.

Not Important

Somewhat Important

Very Important

Question options

10 20 30 40 50 60

Accessibility for all
ages and abilities

Connectivity to the
Rouge River Trail

System ...

Interpretive information
(history of Booth Pa...

Multi-use event and
food truck area

Plaza with moveable
seating

Restrooms

Seating and varied use
areas along the trails

Sustainability features
(bio-swales, rain gar...

34

33

10

17

17

41

24

32

16

14

28

25

22

10

20

18

4

7

16

12

15

3

10

4

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Likert Question
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Q1  The Park Plan has incorporated the following features.  Please let us know how
important they are to you.

Very Important : 34

Somewhat Important : 16

Not Important : 4

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Accessibility for all ages and abilities

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Very Important : 33

Somewhat Important : 14

Not Important : 7

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Connectivity to the Rouge River Trail System and to the community with Wayfinding
(signs, maps, confidence markers)

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Very Important : 10

Somewhat Important : 28

Not Important : 16

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30

Interpretive information (history of Booth Park, the City of Birmingham, etc.)

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Very Important : 17

Somewhat Important : 25

Not Important : 12

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28

Multi-use event and food truck area
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Very Important : 17

Somewhat Important : 22

Not Important : 15

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24

Plaza with moveable seating
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Very Important : 41

Somewhat Important : 10

Not Important : 3

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Restrooms

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Very Important : 24

Somewhat Important : 20

Not Important : 10

2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26

Seating and varied use areas along the trails

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Very Important : 32

Somewhat Important : 18

Not Important : 4

5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Sustainability features (bio-swales, rain gardens, permeable pavements, native
vegetation, riverbank stabilization)

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Q2  Please rank the features of the Park Plan in order of importance to you. 1=Most
Important, 8=Least Important

OPTIONS AVG. RANK

Restrooms 2.91

Accessibility for all ages and abilities 3.59

Connectivity to the Rouge River Trail System and the community with
Wayfinding (signs, maps, confidence markers)

3.80

Sustainability features (bio-swales, rain gardens, permeable pavements,
native vegetation, riverbank stabilization)

4.37

Seating and varied use area along the trails 4.63

Multi-use event and food truck area 5.17

Plaza with movable seating 5.20

Interpretive information (history of Booth Park, the City of Birmingham,
etc)

6.33

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Ranking Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Q3  Is there another item of importance to you not described above?

42 (77.8%)

42 (77.8%)

12 (22.2%)

12 (22.2%)

Yes- Please describe No
Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Q4  Should lighting be used in the new plaza and restrooms?

24 (44.4%)

24 (44.4%)

15 (27.8%)

15 (27.8%)

11 (20.4%)

11 (20.4%)

4 (7.4%)

4 (7.4%) 0 (0.0%)

0 (0.0%)

Yes, sparingly for plaza only I do not think lighting should be used at all

I would like lighting to extend further into the park in addition to the plaza and restrooms Yes, sparingly for restrooms only

Yes, sparingly for both plaza and restrooms

Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question
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Q5  The preliminary design includes ecologically sustainable features, such as permeable
pavements, rainwater infiltration, native and wildlife friendly plantings.  Are there additional
features you would like employed?

45 (83.3%)

45 (83.3%)

9 (16.7%)

9 (16.7%)

Yes- Please describe No
Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Q6  Are there additional amenities you would like added to the park?

37 (68.5%)

37 (68.5%)

17 (31.5%)

17 (31.5%)

Yes- Please describe No
Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question
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Q7  The pathway improvements to Booth Park must be ADA Accessible.  Do you have a
preferred surface material for the pathways?

3 (5.6%)

3 (5.6%)

14 (25.9%)

14 (25.9%)

4 (7.4%)

4 (7.4%)

4 (7.4%)

4 (7.4%)

7 (13.0%)

7 (13.0%)

17 (31.5%)

17 (31.5%)

5 (9.3%)

5 (9.3%)

I prefer another option (please specify) No preference

I prefer engineered woodchips-the same as the chips for the existing playground at Booth I prefer paver pathways

I prefer asphalt pathways I prefer crushed limestone/stone pathways I prefer concrete pathways

Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024

Page 16 of 20



Q8  Please tell us how you use the trail at Booth Park:

16 (29.6%)

16 (29.6%)

37 (68.5%)

37 (68.5%)

1 (1.9%)

1 (1.9%)

I don't use the trail I use the unmaintained (dirt) paths down to the river that branch off the maintained trail

I only use the maintained trail within Booth Park

Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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Q9  Would you like a maintained trail down to the river in the park?

32 (59.3%)

32 (59.3%)

7 (13.0%)

7 (13.0%)

15 (27.8%)

15 (27.8%)

No preference No Yes
Question options

Mandatory Question (54 response(s))
Question type: Radio Button Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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mm123
5/14/2024 06:28 PM

The lighting could be on a timer so it is not on all night long to disturb
the wildlife/nature and the people who live nearby.

Kim Cramer
5/15/2024 06:19 AM

We love the bathroom addition!! Our kids always complain about the
porta potty and will only use it in a true emergency.

archer
5/17/2024 06:26 AM

Connecting all the trails in Birminham is very important. Working on
the entrance at booth is just the beginning.

urbandezine
5/17/2024 09:20 AM

The design of the Restroom building should be substantial and
architecturally reflect the style of Birmingham buildings

cecollins
5/20/2024 02:50 PM

N/A

christinazivan
5/20/2024 04:28 PM

The drinking fountains don’t work &amp; the stairs have been broken
and closed off for quite some time.

Madison St
5/20/2024 06:16 PM

I use both the maintained and dirt trails with my dog. We both really
enjoy using the trails throughout Birmingham.

lafon1am
5/20/2024 07:03 PM

I'm excited to see it come to fruition for all to enjoy!

sdobelhall
5/20/2024 07:47 PM

Exciting project!

Jdcramer
5/21/2024 05:26 AM

Add more splash pad features

Mkdelo03
5/21/2024 05:48 AM

The appeal of this park / trail is that it is a quiet, well-kept secret that
belongs to the surrounding neighborhoods. The addition of plazas,
restrooms and food trucks will make the crowds unbearable and
totally ruin this hidden gem.

Q10  Is there anything else you would like us to know about the Park Plan?

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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calibanga
5/21/2024 05:58 AM

no

dougcharron
5/21/2024 06:30 AM

It's a great park. Would love a more manicured walking path in the
forest. Love the bathroom designs. Overall, great work!

D Lakeview
5/21/2024 07:24 AM

Too much money being spent on this park. In addition, how will
restrooms be maintained? That's constant overhead. Use the money
to improve the lives of TAXPAYERS.

nadiackeating
5/21/2024 07:28 AM

n/a

KatyD
5/21/2024 12:17 PM

I think Booth Park is a treasure in downtown and we use it fairly often
as city residents. We loved taking our boys to "cardboard sled" on the
hill, and they loved the musical instruments on the playground. I
would like to see access to the river trails.

grannyh
5/22/2024 07:57 AM

no

LM_0928
5/22/2024 05:26 PM

Excited to see updates in this space!

Bookerwyle
5/23/2024 01:53 PM

I think the plan is really nice, especially the added restrooms. But
parking and shaded areas should be a priority as well.

Paul Millenbach
5/25/2024 04:08 AM

Yes, it’s stupid. It’s a park. Leave it alone. It’s green space. Spend
taxpayer dollars on repairing the decrepit roads.

rexboyce
5/27/2024 05:22 AM

Just some more trash cans throughout the paths.

maro
5/30/2024 08:21 AM

I hope you keep the charm of the current path. it is already a very
large path and the vegetation is not sizable. making the path any
large/adding use areas could easily cut into the remaining vegetation.

Optional question (22 response(s), 32 skipped)
Question type: Single Line Question

Booth Park Entry Plaza & Trail Improvements : Survey Report for 01 May 2024 to 30 May 2024
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: August 9, 2024 

TO: Parks and Recreation Board 

FROM: Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Manager 

SUBJECT: Park Rules and Regulations Review 

INTRODUCTION: 
The City of Birmingham Park Rules and Regulations have been in place for many years, and are 
regularly reviewed and updated as necessary.  The Parks and Recreation Board recommends 
the updated rules to the City Commission for adoption.  Once adopted, the Park Rules are 
incorporated into the City Ordinance, as appropriate.  The most recent version of the Rules 
were approved by the City Commission in March of 2021. 

BACKGROUND: 
The Park Rules and Regulations are available on the Birmingham Website, and a select few 
rules are posted on Park Signs located at each park throughout the City.  The QR code on the 
sign links to the Park Rules and Regulations on the city website. 

The Department also posts supplemental signage in different areas, such as “Dogs Must be 
Leashed”, “No Dogs in the Play Area”, “Fishing Allowed for ages…” and various parking 
restrictions throughout the park system. 

Additionally, Tennis Courts, the Dog Park and the Skate Park have rule signs posted specific to 
each area. 

Beginning with the 2021 version of the Park Rules and Regulations, and including language that 
is posted at the Skate Park, Dog Park and all Tennis Courts and Pickleball the following displays 
the recommended changes (shown in red).   

Park Rules and Regulations- Recommended Changes: 
Rule 17:  Fireworks, Sky Lanterns & Explosives  
No person shall bring into a park, or public property or have in his possession, or set off or 
otherwise cause to explode any firecrackers, torpedo, rocket, sky lanterns, fireworks or 
explosives, or discharge them or throw them into any park area from land or property adjacent 
thereto.  

New Business #2
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18. No person shall obstruct any walkway or driveway in any public park or playground. No
person shall injure, mar or damage, in any manner, any monument, ornament, fence, bridge,
seat, tree, fountain, shrub, herbaceous plant, flower, playground equipment, or other public
property within or pertaining to such parks.  The use of a metal detector must be approved by
the Department of Public Services by issuance of a park permit.

Rule 23: Boating  
No person shall place or operate any boat including remote control propelled by any engine in 
or upon waters in any park in the city, including the water of Quarton Lake. Removed duplicate 
language. 

Rule 25:  Fishing and Wildlife  
No person shall feed any animals including deer, cats, geese, ducks, birds or other fowl in any 
City Park or any municipal Golf Course.  

Posted Signage- Recommended Changes: 
Skate Park-No Recommended Changes 

Dog Park- No Recommended Changes 

Tennis Courts-Recommended Changes: 
• No in-line skates, skateboards, bicycles, wagons, roller-skates, electric boards or

scooters.

• Private instructions and classes are NOT allowed without written permission from the
Parks and Recreation office. In addition, the established fee of $5/court applies for every
2 hours reserved.

• All instructors must provide the City of Birmingham with liability insurance and sign a
hold harmless agreement before use of the tennis courts.

• Private instructions and classes are allowed by permit only.  All instructors must secure a
permit through the Parks and Recreation Office, provide liability insurance and sign a
hold harmless agreement before use of the courts.  A permit fee of $20 per court per
hour applies.  Any instruction without permit will be considered a rule violation and
subject to penalty.

• No ball playing of any kind other than tennis. Pickleball is only permitted at Crestview
Pickleball courts, Poppleton multi-purpose courts or any courts designated by the
Department of Public Services.

This summer there have been multiple instructors not following the current requirement about 
receiving permission from the Department of Public Services, not providing insurance and not 
paying the minimum fee of $5/per court for two hours. 

Staff has reached out to the instructors in multiple ways but yet they continue not to follow the 
rules.  One of the instructors created a false name and address to reserve the tennis courts, 
another kicked off a Birmingham resident indicating that they had booked the courts and that 
the City of Birmingham’s reservation system allowed a double booking which was not the case.  
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Pickleball Courts-Recommended Changes:  
Private classes are not allowed. Remove the rest: without written permission from the Parks & 
Recreation Office.  In addition, the established fee of $5/court for private classes applies for 
every 2 hours reserved. 

Remove: Paddles/balls are available for rent at the Parks and Recreation Office 

LEGAL REVIEW:  
The City Attorney will reviewed the proposed changes to the Park Rules and Regulations. 

FISCAL IMPACT:   
Upon approval of the updated rules by the Parks and Recreation Board and the City 
Commission, new signs will be ordered and park maintenance staff will replace the signs. 

Tennis Court: 
Replace 6 (six) Tennis Court Signs 
New Sign:  $250 
Labor to remove and replace: $300 
Total: $1,800 

Pickleball Court: 
Replace 1 (one) Pickleball Sign 
New Sign:  $250 
Labor to remove and replace: $50 
Total: $300 

Grand Total:  $2,250.  There are funds available for park signs in the 2024-2025 approved 
budget.   

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Park Rules and Regulations, Skate Park Rules, Dog Park Rules, Tennis Court Rules,

Pickleball Rules

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION: 
To approve the updated Park Rules and Regulations and updated language on posted park 
signage.   Further, to recommend the Park Rules and Regulations be considered for adoption by 
the City Commission. 



Rules and Regulations 

Use of Parks & Park Permits 
1. The use of any City of Birmingham park or facility is at your own
risk. The City does not assume responsibility for injury or for any
loss, theft or damage to personal items.

2. A rental permit is required for reservation of all city facilities. No
refund of the rental fee shall be made due to inclement weather.
Park permits may not be assigned or otherwise transferred.  A hold
harmless agreement must be executed in order to obtain a permit.

3. A person holding a park permit shall maintain such permit in his or
her possession at all times while utilizing the municipal facility. Such
permit shall be presented by its holder upon request by a City official
or employee. A permit does not give its holder exclusive use of the
entire park, except for Springdale Shelter.

4. All set-up/clean-up must be done by the permit holder.

5. All parks must be maintained and left in a neat and clean
condition, with garbage and refuse prepared for proper disposal. The
person or entity in whose name the rental permit is issued shall be
responsible for leaving the facility in a clean and orderly condition.
Further, the permit holder accepts full responsibility for all damage
to City property as a result of its activities. A fee may be assessed
should clean up or repair by the City become necessary. This fee
shall include, but is not limited to, all labor, equipment and
administration expense incurred by the City.

6. Any equipment, valuables, or clothing left in or around the park
shelter on closing shall be kept at the City of Birmingham Parks and
Recreation office for two weeks.  Contact the office at (248) 530-
1642 to make arrangements for pick-up.

7. The City reserves first priority with regard to the use of all City
Parks. A park permit grants its holder a permit to use the park or
public property for a specified date and time and is revocable by the
City. The City may order revocation of a park permit, at any time
with refund of fees paid, and all permits are granted with this
understanding.

8. The Director of Public Services may, subject to the approval of the
City Manager and the City Commission, establish supplemental

regulations for all uses requiring the issuance of a permit for use of 
municipal facilities and fees for the use of the various facilities.  

Alcoholic Beverages & Intoxicants 
9. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or consume any
alcoholic liquor, intoxicants, including spirits, beer or wine, in any
recreational facility, city owned property or park operated by the City
or during any function, sporting event, skating exhibition, dance or
other event; unless such alcoholic beverages were purchased on city
owned premises from a duly licensed vendor or served in accordance
with a Special Event permit issued through the City Clerk’s office.
Birmingham Golf Courses have MLCC-issued liquor licenses.

Smoking 
10. Smoking of tobacco or any other substance, or smoking,
consumption or use of marijuana products, or use of vapor
producing products such as an e-cigarette or similar device, is strictly
prohibited pursuant to city ordinance, in all buildings, facilities, parks
and playgrounds operated and maintained by the City of
Birmingham.

Park Hours 
11. City parks and public property are open between the hours of
6:00 am to 10:00 pm except as noted below or as posted.  Between
the hours of 10:00 pm to 6:00 am, parks and public property are
closed and during such hours, no person shall enter into or remain
on such property, except those persons whose presence is related to
or in connection with a municipal activity.

(1) Springdale Park hours shall coincide with Springdale Golf
Course hours and park rentals. The closing of the park is up
to the discretion of the City of Birmingham Representative
on duty.
(2) The Skate Park is open from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm.

For purposes of this section, public property shall be deemed to be 
property zoned as public property under the provisions of chapter 
126.



Animals 
12. Leashed dogs are allowed in any public park except in those
areas as designated and posted by the Department of Public
Services. Dogs are allowed on public property as long as they are
restrained by a six foot maximum length chain or leash and under
the reasonable control of some person. Owners and walkers of dogs
on public property must comply with all City ordinances, including
Chapter 18, Article II, pertaining to dogs and cats.

Sec. 18-33 Restraint of dogs.  
It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dog to permit the dog to go 
beyond the premises of such owner unless restrained by a chain or 
leash and under the reasonable control of some person. (Code 1963, 
§ 9.80(1))

13. Dogs are not permitted in any public playground or in any other
area designated by the Department of Public Services. These areas
shall generally include, but shall not be limited to, areas under and
immediately adjacent to play structures and play equipment;
sandboxes; the playing surface of ball fields, soccer fields, tennis
courts, outdoor ice rinks, golf courses and sledding hills, when such
areas are in use; pavilions and stages; fountains; and in areas
designated for City permitted events and functions of concentrated
use during said event or function.

Sanitation 
14. The owner or walker of a dog is responsible for the collection of
all fecal matter and the disposal of such fecal matter in an
appropriate city waste receptacle or in accordance with ordinance
Section 18-35 Sanitation.

Sec. 18-35 Sanitation. 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any animal owned
or harbored by him to deposit fecal matter in any place other than
the premises where the animal is harbored or kept, unless such fecal
matter is immediately collected and removed to the premises where
the animal is harbored or kept.
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to walk any animal on
any property not owned by such person, whether public or private,
unless such person has an appropriate device for the collection of
fecal matter in his immediate possession and an appropriate
depository for the transmission of fecal matter to the premises
where the animal is harbored or kept.
(Code 1963, § 9.95; Ord. No. 1586, 4-18-94)

Sound Amplification 
15. The use of loudspeakers or other sound enhancing equipment
for the amplification of sound or music is prohibited, unless allowed
by permit issued by the City.  Any amplification must be reasonable
as to not disturb the peace.

Fires 
16. Open burning of any kind is prohibited at all city parks and
facilities  No person shall drop, throw, or otherwise scatter lighted
matches, burning cigarettes or cigars, tobacco paper, charcoal or
other flammable material at any park, facility or trail.  However, the
use of barbecue burners or cooking in the picnic area at Springdale
Park is permissible. No person shall leave the immediate vicinity of
any fire, which he/she has started or used without first extinguishing
the fire.

Fireworks & Explosives 
17. No person shall bring into a park, or public property or have in
his possession, or set off or otherwise cause to explode any
firecrackers, torpedo, rocket or other fireworks or explosives, or
discharge them or throw them into any park area from land or
property adjacent thereto.

Obstructions; Damage; Fences; Disposal 
18. No person shall obstruct any walkway or driveway in any public
park or playground. No person shall injure, mar or damage, in any
manner, any monument, ornament, fence, bridge, seat, tree,
fountain, shrub, herbaceous plant, flower, playground equipment, or
other public property within or pertaining to such parks.

19. No person shall interfere with any fence constructed in or about
any park; or deface, injure, remove, or destroy any tree, shrub,
herbaceous plant, flower, or turf in any park or boulevard; or remove
any dirt, sand or earth from any park or boulevard, or otherwise
remove, destroy or injure any property therein; or leave or deposit
any filth, rubbish, dirt, wastepaper or other refuse in any place in
any park or boulevard except in containers provided in parks for that
purpose. Dumping or disposal of household or commercial waste
transported from off-site to city property is prohibited.

Peddling, Vending, Advertising and Signs 
20. No person shall engage in the business of peddling or vending in
any City of Birmingham Park without first obtaining a license from



the city clerk’s office.  Contact the office at (248) 530-1880 for 
additional information. 

21. No person shall expose, distribute, place any sign,
advertisement, circular notice, or statement, or display any banner,
City of Birmingham emblem, or design without written permission
from the City.

22. Decorations may be attached to the Springdale shelter by means
of masking or cellophane tape only. There should be no decorations
drilled, fastened, or otherwise attached to the shelter with materials
such as staples, nails, or tacks.

Boating 
23. No person shall place or operate any boat propelled by any
engine in or upon waters in any park in the city, including the water
of Quarton Lake.

Fishing and Wildlife 
24. Subject to State of Michigan fishing licenses regulations, fishing
in a body of water in a Birmingham park, including Quarton Lake is
allowed.  Fishing is not allowed at either Lincoln Hills Golf Course or
Springdale Golf Course.

25. No person shall feed any geese, ducks, birds or other fowl in any
City Park or any municipal Golf Course.

26. No person, except an authorized city employee shall injure, kill or
capture any wild bird, or disturb any wild bird’s nest or the contents
thereof.

Swimming 
27. Swimming and/or wading is prohibited in any lake, river, public
fountain or public pond in the City of Birmingham.

Vehicles 
28. No vehicles, except authorized City vehicles, are allowed to be
driven across lawns, sidewalks, or any other park surface for any
reason.

29. No person shall operate, use, ride, or pull another individual on a
wheeled vehicle, on City-owned tennis courts, basketball courts,
fountains and stone work ledges. Prohibited wheeled vehicles

include, but are not limited to, in-line skates, skateboards, bicycles, 
hover boards, wagons, roller-skates, and scooters.  

30. It is unlawful for any person to operate any motorized vehicle,
trail bike, all-terrain vehicle, or similar type of motorized sport
vehicle anywhere in any park or trail, except for the proper use of
golf carts on city golf courses.

Violation of Rules & Regulations 
31. Violation of these rules or other posted rules is a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine up to $500, or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 90 days, or both.

City Commission Approval:  3/8/2021 
Parks and Recreation Board Approval 12/1/2020 



SKATE PARK  
Hours of Operation: 8:00 am to 10:00 pm 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, CALL 911 

• Use of this facility is at your own risk.  The City does not assume responsibility for
personal injury or for any loss, theft or damage to personal items.

• You are responsible for the park’s future – help keep it safe, clean and friendly.  Do not
litter or abuse the park in any way.  Report any damage, acts of abuse or suggestions to
the City Parks and Recreation Department, 248-530-1642.

• Be responsible for yourself, take turns and respect the skill level of others and the
equipment.  Be courteous to other skaters.  Roughhousing and violence are not
permitted.

• No bikes, personal ramps, or motorized equipment.

• No makeshift or street items.  Existing park equipment may not be modified or moved.

• Food, drink and glass containers are prohibited inside the fence.

• Smoking, profanity and loud music are prohibited.

• No spectators inside the fence.  Spectators assume risk for themselves.

• Use of safety equipment such as helmets, gloves, knee and elbow pads, wrist supports
and proper shoes is recommended.  Skaters are responsible for providing their own
skateboard, skates, and other equipment.  Skaters are responsible for inspecting
equipment prior to use to insure their safety (do not use if broken or wet).

• This is an alcohol, weapon and drug free zone.

• Items brought into the Skate Park are subject to inspection at any time.

• The City reserves the right to schedule organized activities at any time without notice.

• Know your own abilities – skate safely.  The Skate Park is used by both experienced and
inexperienced skateboarder and skaters.  Serious injury may result from being hit by a
skateboard, falling or colliding.

• Rule violators may be cited, ejected or have their skate park privileges revoked.
Loitering and trespassing are strictly prohibited.

• The Skate Park may be closed during inclement weather.

These rules are subject to change at any time and without prior notice. 



Dog Park 
Hours: 6:00 am to 10:00 pm 

Exception: 
Wednesdays: 12:00 pm –10:00 pm (April –November) 

Membership Required for Entry 
See bhamgov.org 

1. All users must have a valid dog license and tag, on their dog at all
times, and and abide by these rules and City of Birmingham
ordinances.

2. Users are legally responsible for their dogs and any injuries and/or
damages caused by their dog(s).

3. Dogs exhibiting aggressive behavior or barking excessively must
be removed from the site immediately.

4. Use of the off leash dog area is at the user's own risk.
5. Minimum age for users is 18 years of age. Children between 5 and

17 years of age may enter with a parent or guardian.  Children
less than 5 years of age are not permitted in the fenced area.

6. Users may only bring 2 dogs into the Dog Park.
7. Users must remain inside the fenced site with their dog(s) at all

times.
8. The following are prohibited in the Dog Park: dogs in heat, dogs

under the age of four months, dogs with contagious diseases,
internal or external parasites, aggressive dogs, and.unfixed male
dogs over the age of six months.

9. Fighting between dogs is not allowed.  Users must immediately
remove any dog exhibiting hostility or aggressive behavior from
the site.  Users may protect dogs for which they are responsible
but shall first protect people in the site, and then cause or
encourage disengagement and separation of dogs engaged in
fighting or aggressive behavior.  Users bear all risks of their
involvement.  City of Birmingham employees have no
responsibility to intervene in any such situation and are not
responsible for the behavior or suitability of any dog brought to
the Dog Park.

10. Food, alcoholic beverages and glass containers are not allowed in
the Dog Park.

11. Pet food is prohibited.
12. Users must clean up their dog(s) waste and deposit it in the

receptacles provided.
13. The City of Birmingham Department of Public Services reserves

the right to prohibit the use of the site to any user who is in
violation of these rules or any ordinance.

14. From time to time parts of the Dog Park may be closed for
maintenance purposes.

Adopted by the Parks and Recreation Board December 2, 2003 
Adopted by the Birmingham City Commission February 9, 2004 
Amended and Adopted by the Parks and Recreation Board October 5, 2010 
Amended and Adopted by the Parks and Recreation Board November 10, 2020 

City Contacts: 
Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:00 pm (except Holidays) 248-530-1642 

After Normal Business Hours and Weekends: 248-530-1870 



Tennis Court Rules 

To reserve a tennis court visit www.play.bhamgov.org or contact our 
Parks and Recreation Office at 248-530-1642 

To report damage contact the Parks and Recreation Office at 248.530.1642 

The tennis rules exist for the purpose of maintaining our courts and providing the opportunity for 
all to use and enjoy the courts. 

Each user is asked to cooperate and to assist in enforcing the tennis court rules. 

Priority use of the courts are for Birmingham residents that have made a reservation with the Parks 
and Recreation office. 

Tennis players may reserve two (2) hours of court time per week for up to two weeks; (i.e. 2 hours 
for the current week and 2 hours for the following  week) between 7:00 am -9:00 pm, Monday - 
Sunday. 

No in-line skates, skateboards, bicycles, wagons, roller-skates, or scooters. 

No ball playing of any kind other than tennis or pickleball is permitted. 

Private instructions and classes are NOT allowed without written permission from the Parks and 
Recreation office.  In addition, the established fee of $5/court applies for every 2 hours reserved. 

All instructors must provide the City of Birmingham with liability insurance and sign a hold harmless 
agreement before use of the tennis courts. 

http://www.play.bhamgov.org/


Pickleball Rules: 

• Pickleball Only
• Good sportsmanship is the rule, respect all players
• Limit Play to 1 hour if others are waiting
• Designated Open Play 9am-12pm daily- see Open Play rules
• Use the Pickleball Courts at your own risk
• No pets on courts
• No food, glass or alcoholic beverages
• No foul, combative or hostile language
• No in-line skates, skateboards, bicycles, wagons, roller-skates or scooters
• Proper footwear required
• Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult
• Reservations available 12pm-8pm daily for residents only:

Visit www.play.bhamgov.org to reserve
• Residents may reserve two (2) hours of court time per week for up to

two(2) weeks
• Private classes are not allowed without written permission from the Parks &

Recreation Office.  In addition the established fee of $5/court applies for
every 2 hours reserved.

• Paddles/balls are available for rent.
Parks & Recreation 248-530-1642 

Open Play (Mixed Skill Level) Rules: 
9am-12pm Daily 

• When courts are full, waiting players are to place their paddles
in the paddle holder

• If there is a paddle or more up in the paddle holder, even if
there are empty courts: Teams that have finished their game-
losers come off the courts and allow the waiting player(s) to mix
in

• If there are eight (8) or more waiting: The entire foursome
should exit the court upon completion of their game

• As players remove their paddles from the holder, they should
move the bar to the right to the next set of paddles waiting and
so on.  If players remove their paddles at the far right or end of
the holder, they should slide the bar back to the left or
beginning of the holder

http://www.play.bhamgov.org/


Miscellaneous Communications #1



MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: August 9, 2024 

TO: Parks and Recreation Board 

FROM: Brendan McGaughey, Parks & Forestry Foreman 

SUBJECT: Manor Park Nature Preserve Natural Areas Pilot Program 

INTRODUCTION: 
The newly adopted Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2024-2028 encourages a shift in more 
sustainable practices throughout the City’s parks and trails system to keep in line with the goals 
of Birmingham’s City Commission and the 2040 Birmingham Master Plan. One of these goals in 
naturalizing areas in parks to eliminate maintained turf where feasible, which should help reduce 
pollutants, reduce long-term maintenance requirements and provide a more sustainable 
ecosystem.  

BACKGROUND: 
The Parks and Recreation Board approved a trial for natural area demonstration at the April 24, 
2024 meeting.  

The Department of Public Services selected Manor Park/Nature Reserve as the trial area because 
of its already very naturalized setting, minimal interference for park users and programming, and 
the areas are far away from houses to help prevent the spread of potential unwanted weeds into 
residential yards.  

FISCAL IMPACT:  
Material: $177 for a custom blend shady area wildflower seed (1,500 sq. ft.) 
Labor:  

• Approximately 24 man hours for set up
• 8 man hours a month for maintenance of Section 3
• 3 man hours a month for surveillance
• Approximate labor cost July 2024-November 2024 $5,500

Reports From Staff #1
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SUSTAINABILITY: 
Turf maintenance in the City, both on private and public property, accounts for a significant 
amount of emissions by gas powered equipment for weekly mowing, weed whipping, edging, 
blowing and potentially the need for fertilization where applicable.  

Birmingham’s City Commission, the 2040 Master Plan and the Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2024-2028 wishes to see an overall reduction in the City’s need for turf maintenance and 
recommends naturalizing areas in parks and green spaces where it will not interfere with special 
events and accessible green space for park users.  

DPS currently has multiple established “no-mow” zones and riparian zones which are typically 
maintained and supplemented with native plantings by a natural area contractor (Stantec). 
Examples of existing “no-now” native planting areas and riparian zones can be found at Barnum 
Park and Quarton Lake Park along the edges of the waterway.  

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
Custom signage at each trial section and by the parking areas to educate the public on the trials 
and sustainability efforts.  

SUMMARY: 
DPS installed three trial sections all of which were maintained turf within Manor Park.  Each trial 
section is fenced off and signed appropriately with background info, and additional signage is 
close to the road to help inform residents and park users of the ongoing trials.  

• Section 1 (N side of turf space): ~50' x 10' along woodline of unmowed turf
• Section 2 (N side of turf space): ~50' x 10' of unmowed turf and scattered native

wildflower seed to see if anything will take
• Section 3 (W side of turf space): ~50' x 10' of removed turf and native wildflower/seed

mix

Maintenance requirements for the wildflower seeding area (section 3) are reasonable, which are 
mowing when weeds reach 10"-18" down to 4"-6" to prevent them from outcompeting the native 
seed.  Overall watering requirements are minimal, but the heavy rain and flooding events has 
washed out some of the seeded area so it may need some supplemental seeding in the future.  

It will take a few years for this seed mix to properly establish, and then a bi-annual burn is 
recommended (similar to how DPS treats the no-mow zones in Barnum Park). 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Photos of trial sections
2. Wildflower Seed Distribution
3. Wildflower Maintenance Manual



Photo #1- Park Entrance 

Photo #2- Section 1 No-Mow Area 



Photo 3- Section 2 No-Mow Area with Wildflower Seed Distributed 

Photo 4- Section 3 Wildflower Seed Mix (with turf removed) 



Photo 5- Section 3 Wildflower Seed Mix (with turf removed) 
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Graminoids - Scientific Name Common Name PLS Oz/A Total PLS Oz Seeds per sq. ft. % by weight
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Carex granularis Meadow Sedge 4.00 0.120 1.47 4.49% 2.33% - - X X X - X X X C L S M - B B - - - - - 2' g

Carex grayi Common Bur Sedge 2.00 0.060 0.06 2.25% 0.09% - - X X X - - X X C L S M - B B B - - - - 3' g

Carex vulpinoidea Fox Sedge 4.00 0.120 9.18 4.49% 14.59% - - X X X X X X - C L S M - - B B - - - - 3' g

Elymus hystrix Bottlebrush Grass 16.00 0.480 2.79 17.98% 4.43% X X X - - - - X X - L S - - - B B B - - - 3' g

Elymus riparius Riverbank Wild Rye 16.00 0.480 2.57 17.98% 4.08% - - X X - - X X X C L S M - - - B B - - - 4' g

Elymus villosus Silky Wild Rye 8.00 0.240 1.01 8.99% 1.60% - X X X - - - X X - L S - - - - B B B - - 3' g

Grasses Oz per Acre 50.00 Grasses sds/sq ft Total Total

Grasses Lbs per Acre 3.13 17.08 56.18% 27.13%

Herbaceous Forbs - Scientific Name

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed 4.00 0.120 0.37 4.49% 0.58% X X X X - - X X - C L S M - - B B B - - - 3' pur

Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Milkweed 4.00 0.120 0.39 4.49% 0.63% X X X - - - X X - - L S - - - B B B - - - 2' org

Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower 12.00 0.360 1.82 13.48% 2.89% - X X X - - X X - C L S - - - - B B B - - 4' pur

Euthamia graminifolia Grass-leaved Goldenrod 1.00 0.030 8.03 1.12% 12.76% - X X X X - X X - - L S M - - - B B B - - 2' yel

Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot 2.00 0.060 3.21 2.25% 5.11% X X X X X - X X - C L S M - - - B B B - - 4' pur

Penstemon digitalis Foxglove Beardtongue 2.00 0.060 5.97 2.25% 9.48% - X X X - - X X - C L S M - - B B - - - - 4' wht

Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan 8.00 0.240 16.90 8.99% 26.84% X X X X - - X X - C L S M - - B B B B B - 2' yel

Solidago juncea Early Goldenrod 1.00 0.030 6.66 1.12% 10.57% X X X - - - X X - - L S - - - - B B B B - 3' yel

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae New England Aster 1.00 0.030 1.52 1.12% 2.41% - - X X X - X X - C L S M - - - - B B B - 5' pur

Zizia aurea Golden Alexander 4.00 0.120 1.01 4.49% 1.60% X X X X X - X X X C L S M B B B - - - - - 3' yel

Forbs Oz per Acre 39.00 Forbs sds/sq ft Total Total

Forbs Lbs per Acre 2.44 45.88 43.82% 72.87%

Woody Shrubs, Vines - Scientific Name

Woodies Oz per Acre 0.00 Woodies sds/sq ft Total Total

Woodies Lbs per Acre 0.00 0.00 0.00% 0.00%

Annuals, Temp Nurse Crop, etc. Common Name Bulk Oz/A Bulk PLS LBs

Temp Seeds per 

sq. ft. 

Lolium multiflorum Annual Rye 80.00 0.150 24.79

Avena sativa Seed Oats 320.00 0.600 7.35

Temp Oz per Acre 400.00 Temp sds/sq ft

Temp Lbs per Acre 25.00 32.14

Mix 'Natives'  weight (lbs) seeds/sq ft

Total PLS Lbs/Acre 'Natives' 5.56 Total per acre 5.56 62.96

Total Lbs/Acre 'ALL' 30.56 % Forbs 43.82% 72.87%

% Woodies 0.00% 0.00%

Total Acres 0.03 % Grasses 56.18% 27.13%

Total PLS Lbs 'Natives' 0.17

Total PLS Lbs 'ALL' 0.92 Mix 'ALL'  weight (lbs) seeds/sq ft

Total per acre 30.56 95.10

# of Native Grass Species 6 % Forb Spp 7.98% 48.24%

# of Native Forb Species 10 % Woodies 0.00% 0.00%

# of Native Forb Species 0 % Grass Spp 10.22% 17.96%
# of Temp Species 2 % Temp Spp 81.80% 33.80%

Native Connections

3815 N Westnedge Ave

Kalamazoo, MI 49004
www.nativeconnections.net
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NOTES:  Species availability not guaranteed. Substitutions may be required.  All species to be adjusted 

to 100% PLS (Pure Live Seed) as noted.
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Successful establishment of a native planting requires 

proper site preparation, the right plant selection based on 

the conditions of your site, the best method and time of 

installation, and a diligent maintenance schedule for the 

!rst three years after installation. These guidelines should

be helpful in planning and implementing a successful native

plant project.

STEP 1: Project Planning & Design

The time you take to properly plan and design your 

project will pay off and result in a more successful and 

long lasting native plant establishment which will offer 

the environmental, economical and aesthetic bene!ts 

you are trying to achieve. The tips listed below will be 

helpful as you plan your project.

Soil type: Look at and feel the soil and determine 

whether you have sand, loam, clay, or organic soil. Sandy 

soil is gritty and will not stick together or clod. Loamy 

soils stick together, but will easily crumble. Clay soil is 

sticky with little or no grittiness and will form a hard 

clod that will not easily crumble. Organic soil, or muck, 

is dark black in color, is frequently mixed with mineral 

soil (sand, loam or clay) and occurs on former wetlands. 

Be sure to choose species based on your soil type.

Hydrology or Moisture level: Determine if the site is 

dry, medium or wet in nature. Does the area puddle 

and retain water or does water drain quickly after 

rainfall? Is the site in a low-lying area or upland? Is the 

site near a river, lake or spring? Choose species that 

would thrive at your site. Species composition differs 

greatly between dry prairie, mesic prairie, wet prairie, 

and wetland habitats.

Topography: Determine the slope of the site. The 

slope may in"uence the moisture levels and/or sun 

exposure. Keep in mind that steeper slopes may limit 

the methods of installation. 

Sun exposure: Be aware of how much sun the area will 

receive. Most sun-loving plants need at least a half-day 

of sun. If you have less than a half-day of sun, you need 

to select plants that tolerate part-sun or shade.

Existing vegetation: The site should be inspected 

closely by someone familiar with the native and non-

native plant species found in the area. If speci!c native 

species are present in suf!cient numbers, the site may 

need to be handled 

as a restoration 

project, requiring 

appropriate 

methods to protect 

the existing plants. 

If the site has 

invasive species 

present, prepare a 

plan for the removal 

of these species 

prior to the natives 

being introduced. This is a critical element that should

not be overlooked.

It is a good idea to research the history of the land prior 

to European settlement. Maps and natural community 

information are available on the Michigan Natural Features 

Inventory website at http://mn!.anr.msu.edu/data/index.cfm. 

You should be able to determine the plant community that 

existed prior to development which would be a good clue as 

to what plant species will do best on your property. If similar 

natural areas are present near your site it may be helpful to 

determine what native species are found there. 

Choose a mix of wild"owers and grasses based on your 

research. Select species that are suitable for your site 

based on soil type, hydrology, and sun exposure. This will 

be critical for the success of your native planting. Add as 

many species as possible for greater diversity. A well-

designed mix will contain "owers that bloom at different 

times throughout the season, will include warm and cool 

season grasses for structure and diversity, and will attract 

a variety of wildlife. Your project size, objectives and 

budget will help determine the level of seed mix that is 

appropriate for your site. 

Local Genotype: Consider purchasing native seed 

and plants from local or regional sources (Michigan 

or Great Lakes). Local genotypes are recommended 

because they are naturally adapted to the area and 

preserve our local diversity. Members of the Michigan 

Native Plant Producers Association (MNPPA) produce 

and provide native seed and plugs that originate 

from Michigan. MNPPA members are committed 

to enhancing the diversity and health of Michigan’s 

unique natural heritage.
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Seeding Rates: You will need to determine the size 

of the area, in acres or square feet. This will be very 

important so that you order a suf!cient amount of 

seed. There are 43,560 square feet per acre. You 

should order a little more seed just to be safe (perhaps 

10%). Seeding rates of grasses should range from 3 to 

7 lbs per acre, and forbs should range from ½ to 4 lbs 

per acre, for a total mix of 6–10 lbs of seed per acre. 

Seeding rates depend on site conditions, preferred 

showiness, and budget. 

Cover Crop: Since natives are slow to germinate and 

establish, annual cover crops such as seed oats or 

annual rye, which germinate quickly, are often used to 

help stabilize the soil and compete against weeds the 

!rst year. Seeding rates of the cover crop range from

10 to 40 lbs per acre. Cover crop also acts as a carrier,

making the native seed easier to disperse accurately.

Pure Live Seed (PLS): Native seed tends to be quite 

bulky or "uffy, and may contain a fair amount of inert 

material. The germination rates can be quite variable, 

sometimes as low as 50% or less. For these reasons 

native seed is often sold on a Pure Live Seed (PLS) 

basis. This means that enough bulk seed is provided 

to the purchaser to ensure that the correct amount 

of viable seed is provided. For example, if a customer 

orders 10 lbs of a species that is only 50% PLS, 20 bulk 

lbs of the seed would be provided, and the customer 

would be charged for the 10 PLS lbs of actual, viable 

seed. Most suppliers sell native grasses this way, and 

some also do this for native forbs.

Planting can be done in the spring, or as a dormant 

seeding in late fall or winter. Each has its own advantages 

and disadvantages. As you think about scheduling 

installation, keep in mind that you should plan on at least 

a few months and up to 2 years of preparation before 

seed installation. 

Spring seeding: If planting in spring, native seed 

should be planted between April 15 and June 15. A 

spring seeding will generally favor the warm season 

grass species over the forb species during the !rst year. 

Many of the forb seeds that do not germinate the !rst 

season will appear the second year. 

Dormant seeding (late fall – winter): Dormant seeding 

is timed so that seeds will not germinate until the 

following spring. Dormant seeding can be done anytime 

when there is no snow on the ground from late-fall to 

mid-winter (mid October – February). Most people 

choose to plant mid-October through late November to 

avoid planting in frozen soil. It can work after the ground 

freezes if a no-till drill is used to cut into the frozen soil. 

Planting in the winter may be a good idea in areas that 

are too wet during the rest of the year, or when areas 

need to be supplemented with new seed. Dormant 

seeding is generally more favorable to forb species than 

to grass species. 

 There is a signi!cant risk of heat and drought during 

the summer months and you might waste a lot of time and money in 

seed and installation. Also, resist planting too early in the fall. The 

soil is warm enough in early-fall for germination to take place, but 

root growth on the newly sprouted natives is minimal and may not 

survive the winter. Fall plantings should be delayed until the air and 

soil temperatures have cooled off — usually after mid-October.

STEP 2: Site Preparation

Arguably the most important step in establishing a success-

ful planting is proper site preparation. One may feel hesitant 

about delaying the installation, but the site preparation is 

critical for achieving a successful planting. Many people 

underestimate the amount of weeds in the seed bank. 

Eradicating the existing non-native and/or invasive species

is vital before installation of the native seeds.

You should plan on preparing your site at least one full 

growing season before installation, and depending on 

the species on the site, it may require up to two years 

of preparation. If this process is not done thoroughly, 

aggressive non-native species will compete (and may 

ultimately win) against the native plants you wish to 

establish. 

The appropriate site preparation techniques will be 

dependent on the desirable and undesirable vegetation 

that already exist on the site. If you determine there is a 

signi!cant amount of desirable plant life with relatively 

few non-native invasive species, you should consider 

restoring or enhancing the site. Remove unwanted 

species by pulling, spot herbiciding, or burning, and 

then inter-seed with native seed. If there is too much 

undesirable vegetation to make rehabilitation worthwhile, 

one should consider starting fresh. You will need to 

proceed by eliminating all existing vegetation by either 

applying herbicides, smothering, cultivating the area, or a 

combination of these methods. 
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Herbiciding: If your site is quite large or if there is 

little or no native vegetation naturally occurring, careful 

application of herbicide can be an effective tool for 

vegetation removal. The number of herbicide treatments 

will depend on the condition of the site. Agricultural 

!elds of corn or soybeans may only require one or two

treatments late-spring, prior to installation. Old !elds

(fallow or pasture !elds) may require several treatments

per year for one or two years before installation. All weed

species should be eliminated before installation. Use a

broad-spectrum, non-persistent glyphosate herbicide.

Smothering: On small areas, such as portions of your 

lawn, you can smother and kill the vegetation without the 

use of chemical herbicides. Cover the vegetation with 

black landscaping fabric, leaf compost, or grass clippings, 

and leave in place for an entire growing season. 

Cultivating: Cultivation is labor intensive, and often 

brings up weed seeds, but you can avoid the use 

of chemicals if you are willing to cultivate the !eld 

beginning in spring and continuing through fall. 

Cultivate every 2–3 weeks at a depth of 4–5 inches 

using a harrow, springtooth or rototiller to destroy 

the roots and kill the weeds. Waiting longer than 2–3 

weeks will allow perennial weeds to resprout. Plants 

with deep rooted rhizomes, such as Canada Thistle 

and Quackgrass may not be completely eliminated 

using cultivation for a single season, and may 

require herbicide treatments in conjunction with the 

cultivation. After most weeds have been eliminated, the 

cultivation depth should be made shallow for several 

months prior to seeding, as a !rm soil bed is necessary 

for native establishment.

If you wish to convert a section of your lawn to prairie 

or native garden, you could smother the sod for 2–3 

months, cut the sod, or treat with herbicide. An effective 

and practical method for naturalizing a large area of lawn 

is to treat with a glyphosate herbicide in mid-spring when 

the grass is actively growing. Repeat herbicide in summer 

when some grass reemerges and then introduce seed 

(in late-fall or the next spring) into the dead sod using a 

native no-till drill. You could hand broadcast the seed if 

you !rst go over the dead sod with a dethatcher to bring 

up some loose soil. Be sure to set the dethatcher deep 

enough to bring up loose soil.

A level, !rm seed bed that is relatively free of debris is 

recommended for proper installation. If your soil is soft 

and loose, it should be packed down with a heavy roller 

or culti-packer before and after installation. A good test 

method for adequate soil !rmness is to walk over the 

seed bed and observe your footprints. If your print sinks 

in more than ¼ or ½ inch, the seed bed is too soft. If 

trees have been taken out, be sure to level the ruts and 

remove limbs and roots prior to seeding. This saves time 

during installation and prevents damage to equipment. 

If the area to be seeded doesn’t have much vegetation or 

old crop debris, most native no-till drills can successfully 

operate without clogging. Old soybean stubble usually 

presents little problem, however old corn stalk debris can 

plug the drill.

STEP 3: Installation

The method of installation will depend on the size of the 

planting, the condition of the soil, and your budget. 

Hand-broadcasting: For areas less than an acre or two, 

you can broadcast the seed by hand if the seed bed is 

prepared correctly. The mixed native seed can simply 

be put into a bucket and scattered by hand. Since it 

is challenging to distribute small quantities of native 

seed over an area, it is recommended to bulk up the 

seed mix by using a !ller material such as cracked corn, 

sawdust, peat moss, or vermiculite. Mixed thoroughly 

with the native seed, it will aid in giving you more 

quantity to distribute over the site. Cover crop seed, 

such as annual rye or seed oats also aid in “bulking up” 

the seed, making it more "owable.
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Hand crank seeders can be used to scatter seed 

although some of the native grass and forb seeds are 

quite "uffy and will not "ow through the dispersal 

holes. If you use a hand crank seeder, you may have 

to continually stir the seed with your hand to keep it 

"owing through the dispersal openings.

The goal is to distribute the seed evenly. Scatter 

the seed carefully and be sure not to run out before 

covering the entire area. A recommended strategy 

to accurately distribute the seed would be to divide 

your total seed mix in half and scatter the !rst half of 

the seed over the entire area, then scatter the second 

half of the mix over the area perpendicular to the !rst 

pass. If it is too windy, waiting for wind to decrease is 

recommended.

The seed should immediately be rolled or raked into 

the top surface of the soil for best results. If the area is 

too large to rake by hand, use a tractor or truck to pull a 

light piece of fence or very light drag.

Native No-till Drill: For larger areas, areas with hard 

ground, or areas with existing vegetation or debris, a native 

no-till seed drill is recommended. Truax and Great Plains

are the primary brands available. No-till 

drills cause minimal soil disturbance, 

and do not require the soil to be tilled 

before planting. These drills plant seed 

into rows by opening a shallow groove 

in the soil. A Truax drill has three 

seed boxes, one for "uffy seeds (most 

grasses), another box for very small 

seeds (many forbs), and a third box for 

the cover crop or large native seeds. 

Calibration of the drill is critical and 

complicated and requires continual 

monitoring during installation. Drill 

adjustment for proper depth of seed 

placement is also vitally important; 

adjustments to the drill need to be 

made on a site-by-site basis, and 

sometimes with differing soil conditions 

within the same site. You may wish to 

hire a !rm who specializes in native 

seed drilling. Many seed dollars are 

wasted and many projects unsuccessful 

due to improper knowledge of drill 

operation.

Culti-packer native seeder: For bare soil, you could 

use a native culti-packer seeder. A culti-packer seeder 

!rms the seed bed !rst, drops the seed, and then a

roller packs the soil to ensure good seed-to-soil contact.

These machines are less common, but are preferable to

the no-till drill when planting into bare soils.

Watering is not necessary after fall plantings. Watering 

following a spring seeding is not essential either, however, 

the seeds may bene!t from watering during the !rst 3 

to 6 weeks after a spring planting, especially if no rain 

has fallen for 7–10 days. If watering is practical for your 

site and you decide to water, you will need to continue 

to water periodically to keep the soil from drying out 

completely while plant seedlings are establishing. In 

a dry spring, a quicker establishment may result with 

supplemental watering. 

STEP 4: Post-Planting Management

Controlling weeds is the biggest priority the !rst three 

years after an area has been planted with native seed. 

The native seed you plant will only grow a few inches 

the !rst year; weeds will grow much thicker and taller 

than the natives and can shade out the native seedlings. 

Diligent weeding the !rst three years will greatly 

reduce the amount of weeds you have on your native 

establishment. Once the native species mature, they 

should be able to crowd out the weeds on their own. 

Mowing is the primary tool for controlling weeds the

!rst year. Keep the vegetation mowed to a height of

4–6 inches and mow when the vegetation reaches
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10–12 inches. This may require mowing two to three 

times depending on the amount of rainfall. Mowing 

keeps the weeds from becoming too tall and shading out 

the natives and it also prohibits the weeds from setting 

and dropping new seed into the soil. Stop mowing at the 

end of the growing season (September). Some additional 

weed growth at this time of year will help protect the 

seedlings during their !rst winter. 

Hand pulling weeds generally is not recommended the 

!rst year because of the risk of pulling out the seedlings

and bringing up new weed seeds to sprout. In general,

spraying herbicide on a native planting is discouraged.

You can, however, consider spot treating with herbicide

the aggressive weeds, such as Canada Thistle or Spotted

Knapweed that can become very invasive if allowed to

persist. Spot spraying needs to be done very carefully

by a person who has experience in the use of herbicides

as well as in the identi!cation of all of the plant species

present. The proper herbicides and rates depend upon

the target species as well as the season of the year.

For some plant species hand-wicking with herbicide may 

be desirable. Mix up a strong solution of the appropriate 

herbicide and put the solution in a spray bottle or other 

non-spill container. Wear rubber gloves and put an 

absorbent cotton glove over the rubber glove on one 

hand, carefully saturate the cotton glove, and apply the 

herbicide to the leaves and stems of the plant. Try not

to touch any desirable seedlings. It is imperative to 

closely monitor the gloves to make sure no tears in the 

rubber gloves allow the herbicide to contact the skin

of the applicator.

Weeds will often dominate in the second year as well, 

so continuing to mow is vital. You should mow the 

vegetation during the second year to a height of about 

8 inches. Mow when vegetation reaches 12–18 inches. 

Some of the natives may be up and blooming but it is 

worth sacri!cing the "owers at this stage to achieve a 

more successful native planting in the long term. The 

natives will not be killed by this mowing.

Hand pulling weeds and spot treating with herbicide 

may be needed and bene!cial during the second year. 

Common competitive weeds in the second year include 

Spotted Knapweed, Canada Thistle, Burdock, Wild 

Parsnip, Sweet Clover, and Queen Anne’s Lace. Mowing 

them when they are in full bloom will set them back and 

prevent them from setting and dropping seeds.

Burning the second year is not usually 

recommended; normally there is not 

enough fuel to sustain a !re and the 

young plants may be damaged by 

burning. 

Burning the third year, and on a regular 

basis in future years, is the most 

important tool to manage the weeds on 

your property. If burning doesn’t occur, 

a thatch layer can accumulate on the 

ground and cause poor growth or cause 

plants to die out completely. Prescribed 

burning kills or at least reduces weed 

growth and also stimulates new growth 

of the native species.

Spring burns in March or April are 

most effective for most plantings. Only experienced, 

trained crews should perform the prescribed burn. Be 

sure to check with your local !re regulations and obtain 

the appropriate permits. A wide path (10–15 feet) around 

the perimeter of the native planting, called a burn lane, 

acts as a !rebreak and should be kept mowed throughout 

the growing season. 

After the third year, burning should take place every one 

to three years. Consider a burn rotation in which only 1/2 

or 1/3 of the area is burned each year. This will protect 

over-wintering butter"ies, moths, as well as early nesting 

birds by leaving vital habitat for them to utilize. 

If burning is not allowed in your area or it is not an 

option for other reasons, annual mowing, although not as 

effective, can be a good substitute. Mow down close to 

the surface (6 inches) in early spring (February through 

April). Note that some ground-nesting grassland birds 

nest as early as April, so the earlier the better.

Spot treating with herbicide may still be needed if weeds 

persist, however, once your natives are established, they 

should require minimum maintenance. 
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