
Agenda 
Parks and Recreation Board Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 - 6:30 PM      
 851 S. Eton, Birmingham MI      

DPS Conference Room 

I. Call to order

II. Roll Call

III. Announcements, Introductions of Guests & Chairpersons Comments

IV. Open To The Public for Items Not On the Agenda (two minutes per person)

V. Approval of the minutes from previous meeting

1. October 28, 2025 Parks and Recreation Board Minutes

VI. Unfinished Business

VII. New Business
Written and submitted by 5pm Monday at the Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, one week prior to
the meeting.

1. Pembroke Park Playground Design Planning Session

VIII. Miscellaneous Communications

1. Carpenter Lake Nature Preserve, Southfield, Michigan

2. Student Leadership Pembroke Elementary School Communication

IX. Reports From Staff

1. City-wide Playground Project Update

2. Playgrounds Closing During Freezing Temperatures

X. Items for Next Meeting on

XI. Adjournment City boards and committees meet in person, and most have a virtual option available to the public. Members 
of the public may attend the Parks and Recreation meeting in person at Birmingham City Hall or attend 
virtually. 

Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/655079760 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free       
Meeting ID Code: Meeting ID: 655 079 760        

https://zoom.us/j/655079760


City Hall is open to the public during regular business hours, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. The 
Police Department lobby entrance on the east side of City Hall on Pierce Street operates as the after-hours 
public entrance.  

Individuals requiring assistance to enter the building should request aid via the intercom system at the parking 
lot entrance gate on Henrietta Street. 

Persons who require mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance for effective participation in this public 
meeting should contact the City Clerk’s Office at (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-3405 (TDD) at least one day 
before the meeting to request help. 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algún tipo de ayuda para la participación en esta sesión pública 
deben ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el número (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 
644-3405 (para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunión para solicitar
ayuda a la movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964)

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MISSION STATEMENT 

The Parks and Recreation Board strives to provide opportunities for the enjoyment, education, and 
inspiration for present and future generations of residents and visitors through stewardship of 
natural, cultural and recreational resources. By continuously  
elevating the beauty and quality of the parks and recreation system of Birmingham, the Parks and 
Recreation Board will promote health and wellbeing, and strengthen the community. 

You may also present your written statement to: City of Birmingham, Parks and Recreation Board 851 
South Eton, Birmingham, Michigan 48009 prior to the meeting. 



City of Birmingham 
Parks And Recreation Board Meeting Minutes 

October 28, 2025, 6:30 p.m. 
851 South Eton - Conference Room 

I. Call To Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

II. Roll Call

Present: Chair Heather Carmona, Vice Chair Pam Graham; Board Members Susan Collins,  
Jessica Einstein, Sarah Kupczyk, Anne Lipp; Alternate Board Member Joseph Wrobel 
(arrived 6:32 p.m.); Student Board Member Abigail Murphy 

Absent: Board Member Steve Sweeney; Alternate Board Member Narlu Castellano; Student 
Board Member Jack Bassett 

Staff: Department of Public Services Director Zielinski; Parks and Recreation Manager Laird, 
Parks and Recreation Foreman McNab, Ice Arena and Facilities Superintendent Folk, 
and Recreation Coordinator Kirkwood 

III. Announcements, Introductions Of Guests & Chairperson Comments

VC Graham noted the SCC had not resumed meeting and thanked staff for organizing the Pumpkin 
Patch event.  

IV. Open To The Public For Items Not On The Agenda

V. Approval Of The Minutes – September 9, 2025

Motion by Wrobel 
Seconded by Einstein to approve the minutes of our September 9th meeting. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

ROLL CALL VOTE  
Yeas: Wrobel, Carmona, Kupczyk, Einstein, Collins, Graham, Lipp 
Nays: None 

VI. Unfinished Business
1. Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Acceptance Resolution

The Chair and PRM Laird summarized the item. 

2. West Lincoln Well and Pumphouse Park Playground Update

PRF McNab presented the item. Staff answered informational questions. 

Board members raised the following points during discussion: 
● It looks more like a park, the staff work is appreciated, the colors are inviting, and residents

are excited about the changes.
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3. Poppleton Park Playground Improvements Update

PRM Laird and DPSD Zielinski presented the item. Staff answered informational questions. 

Board members raised the following points during discussion: 
● Feedback from children in the community on the plans has been positive and enthusiastic.
● The downtown area has parallel parking spots with a generous buffer between spots. Those

are likely not as necessary in this context.
● Some accessible vehicles have rear loading options instead of side loading options.
● Option B seems to best align with the Board’s consensus. Parallel spots make sense because

it preserves existing trees and has the least impact on the park.
● Allowing regular on-street parking for the majority of the parking would be sufficient and

save on costs as opposed to delineating specific spots. Adding more access points to the
park in this case would be useful to families arriving with strollers, wagons, or other wheeled
items.

● The majority of people visiting the park are local and will be able to use multi-modal transit
to visit the park.

● Having a higher number of accessible parking spots makes sense since the accessibility of
the park will be an attraction.

● Having more sports leagues or intergenerational recreational activities could help address
residents’ concerns about recreational opportunities across the lifespan.

● The playground is a portion of a 17-acre park, which leaves a lot of space for
intergenerational use.

● The Board has done a pretty good job of accommodating a wide variety of needs in these
designs. The Board should clarify its bare-minimum expectations in order to best support
this range of needs.

● The Board is interested in exploring options in the future for adding fitness equipment areas
to Poppleton.

● A brainstorming session on programming could be held in the future.

Public Comment 
Danny Seidman supported adding more exercise opportunities to the park for people across the 
lifespan and various levels of challenge, approving Option B north of the crosswalk, locating 
accessible parking closest to the park, and adding more access points. 

Bella Fitchtenberg supported adding more exercise opportunities to the park for people across the 
lifespan and limiting the amount of additional parking offered. 

Motion by Lipp 
Seconded by Kupczyk to approve the updated draft concept plan and playground layout for the 
Poppleton Park Playground Improvement Project as presented, and to forward to the City 
Commission for their consideration and final approval, AND, to recommend the parallel parking 
option along Oxford Street, option B as laid out in our packet, incorporating five ADA parking spots 
and prioritizing the additional access spots for strollers. 

Board members made the following comments on the motion: 
● It was a great motion.
● This adds important accessible parking while limiting the impact on the park.

Motion carried, 7-0. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE  
Yeas: Wrobel, Carmona, Kupczyk, Einstein, Collins, Graham, Lipp 
Nays: None 

VII. New Business
1. Park Rules and Regulations

PRM Laird and DPSD Zielinski presented the item. Staff answered informational questions. 

Board members raised the following points during discussion: 
● Children wearing helmets on e-bikes and scooters is an important way of reducing the

likelihood of brain injuries.
● Some content and grammatical issues make it appropriate for this to be reviewed by staff

and the City Attorney before publication.
● It is likely outside of the Parks and Recreation Board’s remit to explore offering permits for

photography drones.
● The meaning of ‘dog park user’ should be clarified. The process if a dog attacks a person

within a dog park should be clarified. The policies should clarify if, in the case of one dog
being the clear aggressor, all involved dogs must be evaluated.

● Since tennis lessons are permitted, pickleball lessons should be permitted with the same
requirements.

● The two internal discussion paragraphs regarding tennis and pickleball should not be
included in the final rules.

Public Comment 
Tom Boltik supported including residents living near the pickleball courts in all surveys, and only 
allowing Birmingham residents to use the pickleball courts. 

Ava Boltik supported adding signage that emphasizes that Crestview is a neighborhood park and 
considering how residential neighbors are impacted by pickleball courts. 

Tracy Boltik commented regarding the sounds of living close to the pickleball courts at Crestview 
and the parking congestion stemming from the pickleball courts, and supported more of a 
neighborhood focus for Crestview Park.  

Motion by Einstein 
Seconded by Lipp to table. 

Motion carried, 7-0. 

VOICE VOTE  
Yeas: Wrobel, Carmona, Kupczyk, Einstein, Collins, Graham, Lipp 
Nays: None 

VIII. Miscellaneous Communications
1. All Communications received - Poppleton Park Playground Improvements

IX. Reports from Staff

X. Items For Next Meeting
1. Poppleton Park Playground Communication
2. Pickleball Communications
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XI. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

Connie Folk, Ice Arena and Facilities Superintendent Laura Eichenhorn, City Transcriptionist 



HELP

PLAYGROUND        IMPROVEMENTS
Design

AT PEMBROKE PARK

N e w  B u s i n e s s  # 1



City of Birmingham 
151 Martin Street 
P.O. Box 3001 
Birmingham, MI 48012-3001

What
Pembroke Park Public Input Session
When
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025 6:30 p.m.
Where
851 S. Eton, Dept. of Public Services 
conference room

A new playground is coming to Pembroke Park as part of citywide 
playground improvements, thanks to the voter-approved 2020 Parks and 
Recreation Bond. We invite the community to share ideas and feedback  
to help guide design improvements in person on Dec. 2 or online at  
engage.bhamgov.org. We want to hear from you!

HELP

PLAYGROUND        IMPROVEMENTS
Design

AT PEMBROKE PARK
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Carrie Laird <claird@bhamgov.org>

Carpenter Lake Boulder Park
Heather Carmona <htcarmona@sbcglobal.net> Sun, Nov 16, 2025 at 9:04 AM
To: "Laird, Carrie" <Claird@bhamgov.org>, Scott Zielinski <szielinski@bhamgov.org>

Hi Carrie and Scott, 
Can you please share this with the board in our next packet?

My husband and I stumbled upon Carpenter Lake Nature Preserve. It's off of 10 Mile in Southfield and worth a trip. They
have a forested loop around a small damn lake and some great interpretive signage. The highlight is a boulder Park with
different types of rock brought in from various parts of the UP in conjunction with Cranbrook science center.  got me
thinking about other amenities in the Parks for older kids, adults and things that are a little less manufactured and more
natural.Really really cool and worth visiting. 
I hope you both have a great Thanksgiving. Thankful for everything you do!

Heather Carmona
248.867.1346
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Miscellaneous Communication #2
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: November 25, 2025 

TO: Parks and Recreation Board 

FROM: Carrie Laird, Parks & Recreation Manager 

SUBJECT: City-wide Playground Project Update  

The West Lincoln Well Park Playground was completed the week of November 10, 2025 and the 
Pumphouse Park Playground shortly thereafter, the following week of November 17, 2025. Photos 
of the completed projects are attached. The community has expressed much gratitude and 
excitement for these new playgrounds! 

The Poppleton Park Fully Inclusive Playground project was approved by the City Commission on 
November 17, 2025.  The DPS is looking forward to the installation in the spring of 2026! 

Reports From Staff #1
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MEMORANDUM 
Department of Public Services 

DATE: November 25, 2025 

TO: Parks and Recreation Board 

FROM: Brad McNab, Parks & Recreation Foreman 

SUBJECT: Playground Closings During Freezing Temperatures 

As winter approaches and temperatures continue to fall, playground conditions can 
become hazardous. Engineered wood fiber (EWF) and other natural surfacing materials 
can freeze solid. As playground surfacing stiffen it causes a loss of its shock-absorbing 
properties. Falls that might cause only minor scrapes in warmer months can lead to 
bruises, fractures, or head injuries under frozen conditions. For this reason, the Parks and 
Recreation Division of the Department of Public Services considers all playgrounds 
closed when temperatures fall below 32°F (0°C), greatly reducing their ability to 
cushion falls. These seasonal changes require proactive public communication and 
temporary closures to protect community safety.  

To ensure residents are informed, winter playground safety guidance will be included in 
the December Around Town newsletter. Additionally, closure notices and safety 
reminders will be posted at all playgrounds throughout the season. 

Reports From Staff #2



PLAYGROUND CLOSED DURING
FREEZING TEMPERATURES
For your safety, this playground is closed 
when temperatures are below 32°F (0°C).

Frozen surfaces can become extremely hard
and slippery, increasing the risk of serious injury

from a fall.

Please keep children off all equipment until 
temperatures rise above freezing.

Thank you for helping keep our community safe.

A WALKABLE CITY
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