
 
 

Agenda 
City Commission Special Meeting Workshop 

Monday, April 13, 2026 6:00 PM       
151 Martin Street, Birmingham, MI       

City Commission Room 205 
 

  
This will be considered a workshop session of the City Commission. No formal actions 
will be taken. The purpose of this workshop is to discuss candidates for the vacant City 
Commission seat. 
  
1.  CALL TO ORDER 

Clinton Baller, Mayor 

2.  ROLL CALL 
Alexandria Bingham, City Clerk  

3.  PRESENTATION & DISCUSSION 

 a. Applicants for the Vacant City Commission Seat 

1. Richard Wetherhold 
2. Ilir Doresi 
3. Beth Correa  
4. Gordon Thompson 
5. Brian Gordon 
6. Debra Horner 
7. Mary E. Jaye 
8. Doug White 

  

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
The City of Birmingham welcomes public comment which may be limited to a certain number of 
minutes per person speaking, announced at the Mayor’s discretion at the beginning of the public 
comment portion of the agenda, on items or discussions that do not appear anywhere else in the 
printed agenda. The Commission will not participate in a question and answer session and will 
take no action on any item not appearing on the posted agenda. The public can also speak to 
agenda items as they occur when the presiding officer opens the floor to the public. When 
recognized by the presiding officer, please state your name for the record, and direct all 
comments or questions to the presiding officer. 

5.  ADJOURN 

  

City boards and committees meet in person, and most have a virtual option available to the public. Members 
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of the public may attend the City Commission meeting in person at Birmingham City Hall or attend virtually. 
 
 
Link to Access Virtual Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/655079760 
Telephone Meeting Access: 877 853 5247 US Toll-free           
Meeting ID Code: 655 079 760 
  
 
City Hall is open to the public during regular business hours, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. The 
Police Department lobby entrance on the east side of City Hall on Pierce Street operates as the after-hours 
public entrance.  

Individuals requiring assistance to enter the building should request aid via the intercom system at the parking 
lot entrance gate on Henrietta Street. 
 
Persons who require mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance for effective participation in this public 
meeting should contact the City Clerk’s Office at (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-3405 (TDD) at least one day 
before the meeting to request help. 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algún tipo de ayuda para la participación en esta sesión pública 
deben ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el número (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 
644-3405 (para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunión para solicitar 
ayuda a la movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964) 
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Mary E. Jaye

288 Ravine

Birmingham 48009

248 760-9638

mejaye@gmail.com

33 years

Retired Automotive Executive

As an executive for Chrysler/DaimlerChrysler/FCA/Stellantis, I was involved in all aspects of product and commercial 
development and had extensive decision-making responsibility on business proposals. I also have experience 
developing and reviewing  legal agreements (technical, operational, distribution/franchise).  
My recent time on the HDC has provided some perspective into the functioning of the city and the responsibilities of 
the commissions.

- Commissioner (Alt), Birmingham Historic Districts Commission (2023-present)
- Board Member, “SAIL” - Solutions for Adult Interdependent Living (2023-present)
- 4H Volunteer, Wayne County – Pingree Farms, Viticulture Program (2022 -2025)
- Board Member, MSU Broad School of Business Advisory Board (2010-2017)

- MBA – Strategic Planning and International Business, University of Michigan
- BA – Marketing, Michigan State University 

Most current, relevant:

I believe Birmingham can continue to grow and thrive, but we need to not lose perspective of its core strengths: a 
charming, tree-lined, walkable city with great schools, and amazing resources and services.  We need to protect 
these core strengths, especially as we implement the vision set in the Master Plan 2040.

Throughout my 40-year automotive career, I was known as a strong decision-maker, with the ability to consider a 
broad array of factors to determine what actions were consistent with our corporate strategy, and then ensured we 
implemented those actions efficiently and effectively.   
I bought my first home in Little San Francisco and have lived in it for 33 years.  I have seen many changes in 
Birmingham and the neighborhoods.  I believe we can support growth and modern living in the city, while still 
maintaining the unique character, charm of its older homes and the other strengths that first attracted me to the city.
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None

No

Yes

- Implementing the 2040 Master Plan.  We have an impressive and far-reaching plan that was originally intended to focus on the 
neighborhoods.  We need to ensure we are considering the input of the residents and prioritizing their interests.

- Availability of affordable housing.  As our population ages, we need to attract young families and a wider demographic, as well as 
allow options for seniors. This problem has become even more challenging in Birmingham due to the high price of homes/land 
and the interest in developing new, large structures. We need to explore more options.  

- Aged and over-stressed infrastructure – With costs continuing to rise, the challenge to replace our aging roads, sewers and bridge 
becomes even greater.  Improvement projects need to be scrutinized and prioritized, and we need to ensure projects are delivered
on a timely basis and within budget. It’s important we focus on the “must haves,” not the “nice to haves.”

- Street noise.  In the past 5 years, increased road noise has greatly impacted the quality of life for those living near Woodward.  
While this is a complex challenge, we need to work with the legislature for speedy resolution.

4/7/2026

- Birmingham provides residents and visitors great walkability on tree lined streets and wonderful parks and 
greenspace. We need to protect our core strengths of being a walkable city and having Tree City status.

- We are blessed with a strong tax base; we need to ensure we spend wisely.
- Coming from the HDC, I am concerned about losing the historic homes and buildings that help make our city so 

charming and attractive.  Like with the affordable housing challenge, increasing purchase prices and the interest in 
residential development make this challenging.  We should work with the Historic District Commission and their 
recently publish Historic Preservation Master Plan to identify ways to move forward to prioritize preservation.
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