
 

 
151 Martin St., Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-530-1800 

PUBLIC ARTS BOARD 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18TH, 2022 

6:15 PM 
  

 

MEETING AGENDA 

*** Board members who are not able to attend this meeting are encouraged to 

notify the staff 

representative in advance for consideration of a quorum. *** 

A. Roll Call 

B. Approval of Minutes – March 16th, 2022 

C. New Business 

1. Wall Art Application – 34660 Woodward  - Village Players  

2. Sculpture Donation – Khyber -  Tom Fitzgerald 

D. Unfinished Business 

1. Marx Sculptures #1 & #2 

E. Communication 

1. Piano in the Park 

2. Baldwin Library open house 

F. Public Comments  

G. Adjournment 

Upcoming PAB Meeting: June 15th, 2022 

 

NOTE:  Persons with disabilities that may require assistance for effective participation in this public meeting 

should contact the City Clerk’s Office at the number (248) 530-1880, or (248) 644-5115 (for the hearing impaired) 

at least one day before the meeting to request help in mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance.  

 

Las personas con incapacidad que requieren algun tipo de ayuda para la participacion en esta sesion publica deben 

ponerse en contacto con la oficina del escribano de la ciudad en el numero (248) 530-1800 o al (248) 644-5115 

(para las personas con incapacidad auditiva) por lo menos un dia antes de la reunion para solicitar ayuda a la 

movilidad, visual, auditiva, o de otras asistencias. 



 

Public Arts Board Minutes  
 

Public Meeting on Zoom – March 16th, 2022 
 
A. Roll Call: 

 
Members Present:  Barbara Heller, Monica Neville, Annie VanGelderen, Jane 

Schulak, Anne Ritchie 
 

Members Absent: Jason Eddleston, Natalie Bishae 
 

Administration:   Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner  
      

 
B. Approval of Minutes – February 16th, 2022 
 

A motion to approve minutes was made by Annie VanGelderen, seconded by Monica Neville. 
 
Yeas: 5  Nays: 0 
 
The motion carried. 

 
C.  New Business 
 
    1. Wall Art Application – Dick O’ Dow’s – 160 W. Maple 

The PAB reviewed the wall art application for 148 Pierce. It was noted that an attachment 
from the application was missing and needed to be added to the agenda packet. Staff 
reviewed the proposal for a mural on the back of the 148 Pierce building facing the alley. 
The mural would be in casual font reading “You are so loved”.  
 
A motion to recommend approval of the mural was made by Annie VanGelderen, seconded 
by Anne Ritchie 
 
Yeas: 5  Nays: 0 

 
The motion carried. 

 
D.  Unfinished Business 

1. Staff discussed the previous Sue Marx sculpture location proposals. The donor indicated 
that she was no longer keen on the fire station location previously proposed. Staff indicated 
they would look into Martha Baldwin Park and verify locations with DPS for proposals.  
 
2. Staff indicated they would be bringing a chalk art event and art walk proposal to the BSD 
later in the month. Staff went over what they would try to propose and the PAB was in 
support of the proposed ideas. 

 



 

3. In regards to the 2022 Call For Entry, staff recommended the Board members contact 
artists they know who may be interested to get the word out. Staff would also create an 
informational pamphlet about each site to distribute. 

 
E.  Communications 

Piano in the Park was approved by City Commission and the board discussed coordinating 
the piano and volunteers. It was determined that Saturday May 7th from 11am to 3pm 
would be the best time for the event. 
 
The Baldwin Library would be having an open house on Sunday May 22nd, 2022 where an 
unveiling ceremony for “Michigan Spring” would be held. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
MEMORANDUM 
(Planning Division) 
 
DATE:   May 13th, 2022 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Wall Art Application – 34660 Woodward Ave – Village Players  
 
 
The applicant, Village Players of Birmingham, have applied for a mural to be painted on the front 
of the building at 34660 Woodward Avenue. The mural is proposed to be on the existing blank 
wall facing Woodward Avenue and will consist of the comedy & tragedy faces.   
 
The existing wall consists of white painted masonry. The size of the mural is proposed to be 
approximately 35 feet tall by 37 feet wide. The comedy & tragedy faces are proposed to be purple 
and blue with a gray background and red ribbon. The applicant is proposing to paint the mural 
with acrylic and latex paint which is intended to be permanent.  
 
The proposed artist is Karl Mayry – information regarding the artist can be found at 
https://learningglass.com/. According to the applicant, the mural is proposed to have a theme 
that cebrates performance arts and visually enhances the environment. 
 
Article 9.02, Definitions of the Zoning Ordinance defines Wall Art as the following: 
 

Wall Art – An artistic design applied to the exterior surface of a structure in a permanent 
or temporary manner. The location of wall art is limited to elevations of structures facing 
the side or rear lot line within the defined Rail District boundary, side elevations with a 0 
foot setback in the Triangle District and Downtown Overlay District, and elevations facing 
a public or private alley, passage, or via in the Downtown Overlay and the Triangle District 
as specified in the Via Activation Overlay District. Wall art is only permitted in compliance 
with Chapter 126, the City of Birmingham Zoning Ordinance Article 7, Section 7.41 – 7.44. 
Wall art is not permitted on a building facing an alley, passage or via that any of which 
abuts a single-family residential zoned property. 

 
The proposed location on the front of the building is not a permitted mural location, therefore the 
applicant will be required to obtain a dimensional variance of 1,295 square feet for the installation 
of permanent Wall Art. 
 

https://learningglass.com/
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/birmingham-mi/doc-viewer.aspx?ajax=0&tocid=001.007
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/birmingham-mi/doc-viewer.aspx?ajax=0&tocid=001.007.041
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/birmingham-mi/doc-viewer.aspx?ajax=0&tocid=001.007.044


 
Recommendation: 
Upon review, City staff recommends that the Public Arts Board recommend approval of the 
proposed wall art at Village Players – 34660 Woodward Ave - to the Design Review Board . 
 
Suggested Language: 
Move to recommend approval of the proposed wall art at Village Players – 34660 Woodward Ave 
- to the Design Review Board with the following Condition(s): 
  

1. The applicant obtain a variance of 1,295 square feet for the installation of a mural 
on the front elevation of a building. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 





























 
MEMORANDUM 
(Planning Division) 
 
DATE:   May 13th, 2022 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Sculpture Donation – “Khyber” by Carrolle Baskin  
 
 
The City of Birmingham has received a sculpture donation application for “Khyber” by Tom 
Fitzgerald. The sculpture was built in 1979 and consists of black painted steel that is 120” high 
with a base that is 54” x 50”.  
 
The name “Khyber” comes from the Khyber Pass on the border of Afghanistan and Pakistan. An 
integral part of the Silk Road, this area has been a historically important pass bridging central 
and southern Asia, considered to be one of the most important trade routes and military strategic 
locations in the world.   
 
Staff recommends the Public Arts begin considering a location for the sculpture to be placed. 
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MEMORANDUM 
(Planning Division) 
 
DATE:   May 13th, 2022 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Marx Sculpture Donation for Untitled #1 and Untitled #2 
  
 
Birmingham resident Sue Marx has applied to donate two sculptures titled “Untitled #1” and 
“Untitled #2” to the City. The sculptures were created by her late husband Stanley “Hank” Marx 
and are currently located in her front yard.  
 
Untitled #1 was built in 1982 and consists of an angular hollow core steel structure with elegant 
angles that are welded. The angularity and spacious quality allows for an interactive experience 
with the form. The sculpture is 8 feet in height with a base that is approximately 8 feet by 6 feet. 
The sculpture is meant to be placed directly on the ground, it is not meant to be bolted down.  
 
Untitled #2 was also built in 1982 and consists of powder coated & fabricated steel that is angular 
in nature and golden in hue. The angularity is meant to create an interactive experience with the 
viewer and late day and early dawn light add to its illumination. The sculpture stands 5 feet in 
height with a base approximately 6 feet by 6 feet. 
 
Untitled #1         Untitled #2 

             



On October 20th, 2021, the Public Arts Board began discussing potential locations for each 
sculpture and recommended locations along the Quarton Lake path. Quarton Lake is close to the 
owner’s home where the artist and his wife enjoyed living since the 1970s. The intersection of E. 
Maple and S. Eton was also proposed. 
 
On November 17th, 2021, The PAB discussed the potential locations and indicated a preference 
for either the northeast or northwest greenspace at Quarton Lake and Oak Street. It was also 
determined that a previously discussed location at E. Maple and S. Eton would not work. Placing 
the sculptures together side-by-side, similar to how they currently sit in the owner’s front yard 
was proposed for either of the greenspaces at Quarton Lake. The Board also discussed having 
one sculpture on each side of the lake which could present an opportunity to look across the lake 
and see each one. It was determined that staff should contact the sculpture owner, and request 
a preference for suggested locations. 
 
Staff spoke with the owner of the sculpture in the beginning of December, 2021. The owner said 
she prefers the greenspace on the east side of Quarton Lake at Oak Street for the yellow sculpture 
– Untitled #2. The owner also indicated they would like only one sculpture by Quarton Lake, and 
that the other sculpture be located in a public space with high visibility. 
 
On December 15th, 2021, staff indicated that the owner would like Untitled #1, the silver 
sculpture, to be located in a more visible area not along the Quarton Lake Trail. The Chesterfied 
Fire Station had been brought up at previous meetings as an ideal location for public art and was 
suggested for Untitled #1. There was general consensus from the Arts Board that the greenspace 
on the west side of the fire station facing Chester Street would be ideal for this sculpture. The 
surrounding glass and landscaping would enhance the visual aesthetics of the metalic sculpture. 
 
On March 16th, the board discussed how the owner of the sculptures would prefer that Untitled 
#1 not be located at the Chester Street Fire Station. Staff recommends that the Public Arts Board 
consider visible locations for the silver – Untitled #1. Martha Baldwin Park at Southfield and W. 
Maple was discussed given that Mark Di Suvero had a sculpture there for approximately 10 years 
which was removed in 2019.  
 
Staff conducted a site visit to Martha Baldwin Park with DPS and scouted potential locations. DPS 
is amenable to allowing the sculptures in two of the flower beds on each side of the sidewalk that 
cuts through the middle of the park. Potential flower beds are pictured below.  
 
The north side of Maple Rd, just west of the Birmingham Museum with a bus stop and a bench 
overlooking the creek could be another potential location which is pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Quarton Lake, West side near Oak Street  

 
 
 

Martha Baldwin Park – east of sidewalk path 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Martha Baldwin Park – between Maple and Park pathway 
 

 
 
 

W. Maple Road – between Baldwin Road and Southfield Road 

 
 



 
MEMORANDUM 
(Planning Division) 
 
DATE:   May 13th, 2022 
 
TO:   Public Arts Board Members 
 
FROM:  Brooks Cowan, City Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Communications 
 
 
1.) Piano in the Park – Staff will roll the piano into Shain Park at 6pm on Wednesday May 18th, 
2022. The piano will be tuned by a professional before then. The Arts Board is invited to join staff 
in Shain Park and be a part of the celebration of the delivery for Piano in the Park 2022.  
 
2.) The Baldwin Public Library will be having an open house on Sunday May 22nd, 2022. An 
unveiling ceremony will be held for Michigan Spring during this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



OPEN HOUSE
300 W. Merrill  |  Birmingham, MI 48009   |  248.647.1700  |  www.baldwinlib.org

FRANK PISANO, PRESIDENT
JENNIFER WHEELER, VICE PRESIDENT

KAREN ROCK, SECRETARY
MELISSA MARK, TRUSTEE

DANIELLE RUMPLE, TRUSTEE
JIM SUHAY, TRUSTEE 



REBEKAH CRAFT, LIBRARY DIRECTOR

LIBRARY BOARD

BALDWIN PUBLIC LIBRARY



Welcome




Library Board President, Frank Pisano

OF FORMER DIRECTORRETIREMENT
Doug Koschik began working at the Baldwin Public Library in 1991
and served as Director from 2010 until 2021. Doug worked closely
with the City of Birmingham and the Library Board to lead the
Library to recovery after the 2008 recession. During his tenure as
Director, the Library installed an automated materials handling
system, formed an agreement with the City of Bloomfield Hills for
library services, and completed the renovation of the Adult Services
area and the expansion and renovation of the Youth Room. Upon
his retirement in January 2021, an endowment fund with the
Library Trust was established in his honor to fund future building
improvements.  Thank you to Doug Koschik for sharing his comments with us today.

MICHIGAN SPRING SCULPTURE
A gift to the City of Birmingham by the estate of Jim Miller-Melberg,
the 8'6" cast aluminum sculpture was featured in Art Prize in 2012.
The City of Birmingham's Public Arts Board recommended that the
City accept this gift and that it consider placing the sculpture on 
the southwest lawn of the Library, outside the Birkerts addition.
Jim’s work has been displayed in many galleries and installations
worldwide. His most famous pieces include the Turtle, the Porpoise,
Moon House, Camel, Castle, Elephant, Playwall, and Basketball
Standard. Jim died on November 14, 2017, peacefully, in his home full
of artwork.

BY

   Thank you to James Robb & David Bogart for sharing these comments today.

INTO THE MICHIGAN WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME
MARTHA BALDWIN’S INDUCTION
After being nominated by Birmingham resident Linda Buchanan,
Martha Baldwin was inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of
Fame at the 36th Annual Michigan Women Forward Induction
Celebration on November 7, 2019. Martha Baldwin, a teacher 
and educator, was devoted to serving the Birmingham community
and improving the lives of her fellow citizens. She encouraged the 
Village Council to make progressive changes, formed a beautification 
society, and worked toward women's suffrage. One of Martha's
greatest contributions to Birmingham is the Baldwin Public 
Library, which she founded and helped financially support.
Thank you to Karen Rock for sharing these comments today.

The 2019 expansion of the Youth Room by approximately 2,000
square feet resulted in a larger play area, story room, seating areas,
and a separate room for strollers. New furniture, carpeting, and
lighting were selected for their functions and modularity. New
display cases and a large aquarium were installed. The newly
renovated space meets all current ADA compliance requirements. 
Modernized restrooms with increased capacity were added near
the front entrance. An outdoor children’s terrace and garden were
installed to provide families a space to enjoy Library materials.
Exposure of brick on the original 1927 building was highlighted
where possible. Finally, energy efficient, glare-reducing glass
from floor to ceiling was installed to bring in light and to attract
visitors walking downtown.

Thank you to Jim Suhay & Danielle Rumple for sharing these comments today.

OF THE NEWGRAND OPENING
ARCHITECT: Luckenbach Ziegelman Gardner, PLLC
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Karen Swanson
FURNITURE, FIXTURES & EQUIPMENT: Library Design Associates
GENERAL CONTRACTOR: The Dailey Company

THE IMPROVEMENTS AND EXPANSION DEMONSTRATE 
BALDWIN'S COMMITMENT TO: 

serve the children of our community by providing developmentally 
appropriate learning spaces

satisfy needs and requests shared by parents, caregivers, children,
and staff collected through a variety of forums

increase value that the Library delivers to residents, businesses, 
and visitors of all ages

ensure Birmingham remains competitive with other communities
who have invested heavily in their libraries

strengthen Birmingham’s civic center by providing an exterior that
complements the existing building, Shain Park, The Community
House, and the city campus

DOUG KOSCHIK

JIM MILLER-MELBERG

YOUTH ROOM

SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022 AT 2:30 P.M.

MADE POSSIBLERENOVATIONS 
Jane M. Van Dragt, a longtime resident of Birmingham, donated
$300,000 to Baldwin as part of her estate. Over the last two years,
Baldwin has made several improvements to the building, including
repainting the Grand Hall; painting, carpeting, and furnishing the
second floor meeting rooms and offices; installing an expanded
Children’s Garden on the north side of the building; and creating 
a mobile laptop lab to host classes at local facilities.
Thank you to Melissa Mark for sharing these comments today.

BY THE JANE M. VAN DRAGT TRUST

Thank you to Jennifer Wheeler for performing our RIBBON CUTTING  today.
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