
 

 
  

 

GREENWOOD CEMETERY ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES  

Friday, January 8, 2021, 10 A.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
  

I.  CALL TO ORDER  
 
Linda Buchanan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:01 A.M.  

  
II.  ROLL CALL  

 
Present:  Chair Linda Buchanan (location: Birmingham, MI) 

Pam DeWeese (location: Birmingham, MI) 
Linda Peterson (location: Birmingham, MI)  
Margaret Suter (location: Birmingham, MI)  
George Stern (location: Birmingham, MI) 
Joseph Vercellone (location: Rochester, MI) 

   Laura Schreiner (location: Birmingham, MI)  

Administration: City Clerk Alex Bingham; Museum Director Leslie Pielack  
Guests: None 
 

III. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

A.   Approval of meeting minutes of November 6, 2020 
 

MOTION: by Suter, seconded by Peterson: 
 

To approve the minutes of November 6, 2020. 
 
VOTE:  Yeas, 7 
  Nays, 0 
  Recused, 0 

  
IV.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 A. Clarification on Ground Penetrating Radar 
● Members expressed desire to elaborate on the GPR memo before presenting 

it to the City Commission 
● City Clerk will bring the report back to Greenwood Cemetery Advisory board 

for further review.  
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B. Recommendation to the City Commission for Grave Release 

● Members expressed concern about reaching the cemeteries financial goals if 
more graves are released with the current price of $3,000 per grave.  

● Members also noted the importance of making sure options were available to 
persons interested in purchasing a grave.  

● It was noted that there would need to be space reserved in the cemetery for 
future tree planting and landscaping needs.  

 
MOTION: by Stern, seconded by DeWeese: 
 

To recommend that the City Commission authorize the 14 plots available in 
Section C, Row 18-A for sale.  

 
VOTE:  Yeas, 5 
  Nays, 2 (Suter & Peterson) 
  Recused, 0 

 
  

 V. NEW BUSINESS 

      None. 

 
VI.  REPORTS  
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A. Members reviewed financial information provided by City Clerk.  
The portfolio’s ending fund balance on November 30, 2020, was $929,235, December 
data will be available for the February GCAB meeting due to the statement cycles of 
Fidelity and Vanguard. 

B. Members reviewed sales activity and burial activity provided by the Clerk and provided 
feedback on statistics that were important to track.  

 

VII.   OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
     There were no public comments. 

VIII.    BOARD COMMENTS    
 
Linda Peterson expressed the need to reevaluate the sale price of graves to meet 
financial goals.  
 
Pam DeWeese Members1 expressed the need to examine the current rules and 
regulations and how that information is distributed to cemetery plot owners and2 
visitors.  
 
Linda Buchanan expressed the need to plan and reserve space for future tree planting 
in the cemetery.  
 
George Stern mentioned that Robert Gibbs, member of the master planning team, was 
interested in sitting down with the GCAB to discuss the cemetery’s future needs and 
capacity.3 

 
IX.  ADJOURN  

 
Ms. Buchanan noted that the next meeting will be February 5, 2021, at 10:00 AM 
virtually, and adjourned the meeting at 11:45 AM.  
 
Next Meeting: February 5, 2020, 10:00 AM (virtual). 
 

 

                                                           
1As corrected at the February 5, 2021 GCAB meeting. 
2 As corrected at the February 5, 2021 GCAB meeting. 
3 As corrected at the February 5, 2021 GCAB meeting. 
 


